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To the Right Reverend 
Father in God, the Hono- 
rable Henry . Lord Biſhop 
of-London, one of che oh 
of his Majelſties moſt Ho- 
norable Privy Council, 
My. molt Honored Dio- 
co lan. 


My it pleaſe yur Lerdihip, ; 
THIS Diſcourſe bein at 

rſt pen 'd, and "120 
publiſh d wh olly in Obe- 
dience to your Lordhip's Com- 
 mands , it ſeems but reaſonable 
-and neceſſary, that” it- ſhould ow? 
A} it's 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
it's Proteftion only to your Self, 
to. whom. it chiefly OWs it's Be- 
ng. 

For.if there be any thing good 

in it, 1 muſt acknowleds that it is. 

wholly. your Lardſhip's, it being 
the effe of your beneficial In- 
fluence ; Which in your Dioceſe. 
like that of the Sun in its Horis. 
z0n, is. ſo powerful as to produce - | 
ſomthing uſeful out of the dulleſt- 
. and dryeſt Clod : Bat if. any 
thing ill be found in it , it i. 
wholly my own - The fault being 
not. in the Sun , but in the Soyl | 
that will afford. no better , if. 
none but unwholſom or. unplea- | 
fant Exhalations -be rais'd from. | 
ot. 
All that I can fay in its be- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory.. 
half is this., That 1 ds not offer 
your Lordſhip what co5t me no- 
thing.. For it hath coft me ſome 
Pains to. ſatisfy my ſelf in. what 
I: have- ſaid:, for all mhich I. am- 
abundantly ſatisfi d:, in that your 
Lordſhip bath- been- pleas'd to. 
honour-me - ſo far, as: to tell -me it. 
gave. You good: Satisfattion in: 
reading it, This. ( my. Lord,) 
tho T'well know -your great Civi- 
lity, Tam apt to think ts. a ſuffi>. 
cient recommendation - of this little - 
Tra# to all that ave not Popiſhly 
affefed:, ſince your- Lordſhip's : 


great. Zeal for the ProteStant 


Religion, and unalterable finceri- 
ty in it is fo fully known to all our 
World. 

And I muſt needs ſay it hath ſo 


encoue 


The- Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
encouraged me, that I am now ſo 
confident to declave; that if any be 
diſſatisft d with any thing mate- 
rial in it, T do not much O veſtion 
but 1 ſhall be able,and do here pro- 
miſe that I will endeavonr to give 
them a ſatisfattory Anſwer to all 
Objeftions that ſhall be fairly 
propos'd to me., if the Objettors 
be not before-hand reſoly C never 
tobe ſatisft d. 

.— Thu I'ſay not to boaſt: my 
. 'own Abilities, but to ſhow the 
Goodneſs of- my Cauſe, the excel- 
lency of Our (hurch-Catechiſm-: 

Which: 1. really believe. can have 
no Oppoſers- but ſuch as either ne- 
ver have read it,or elſe cannot, or 
will not duly conſider tt :: Aad 
to let- our id2lnded Diſſenters ſee 


, how 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


how ſhameful their ſeparation 4s 
from ſuch a Church as propoſeth 
70 145 no other Rule of Faith and 
Prattice, but what 4s here 
proved im every particular of it, 
to be agreeable to the Chriſtian 
Detrine,and the ApoRAle's Form: 
of Sound Words ; containing 
in it all things that are abſo- 


lutely neceſsary to the Salvation 


, ſafe; and intelligible Wards 
and Method. - | 

I am very wuch encouraged 
to believe there are wot ynany 


great Errors in this ſmall Treg 


tiſe, becauſe your Lordſhip hath 

not diſcovered any to. me. 
What leſfer faults mgy be 
found with # ip ſtyle, or dreſs, I 
ſhall: 


'The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſhall not be much troubled ' at ; 
Becauſe as I am ſure they were 
the leaſt part of my Care im 
writinz it , | ſo 1 am fully per- 
ſuaded they will be the least 
part of the- Concern - of all 
we and good Men in read- 
mg It. 

"All that Tdefire of the Reader 
is only this juit avour , Vir: 
to read and-confider it as im- 
partially * as at an 1 writ 


_ © 


- "And then 1 may - hope one 
| 200d effett from it: (1 E,)) 
har; it may in ſome _— con- 
tribute to make us -all within 
the Pale" of the Church of En- 
gland., to ' keep. cloſe- to: her 
Rule in our conſtant Belief 


and 


Th. Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and Praftice, that 'we- may 
not always be Learners and. 
| never come to_ the know- 
ledg of the truth ,” that 'we 
may no longer . be tols'd a- 
bour like waves" of the- 
Sea" with . every wind of” 
Doctrine ; but that -we may 
know What true (hbriſtianity is, 
and lead our lives according to 
it, ſo as to'; adorn -the Gol- 
pel of our Lord and Sa- .. 
viour Jeſus Chriſt in all 
things. 
To which end that God would * 
| long preſerve your Lordſhip to | 
be ( as without the leaſt h ſþi- 
cion of Flattery, 1 may ſay you 
are ) a lively Example of the 
; beſt 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
beff Religion, as. well as the 
great Defence and Ornament of 
the bet Charch-in- the' whole 
World", is ( as 'it ought to' be ) 
the bearty-prayer of | 

(Right Reverend Father in/God,) 

Your Lordſhip's moſt dutiful- 
Son and Servant, - 


ROBERT- WENSGLEY. 


(1) 


i. 


_— 


Ao 


2 Tim. c. 1. v, 13. 


Hold fait the form of ſound words 
which thou haſt heard of me, in 
Faith and Love, which is in 


Chriſt Jeſus. 


{HAT wherever any Reli-.” 
gicn* was publicly yer 
 felsd, there . was 


Summary of Principles 
colleted and laid down as foun-,. 
dations to build their Doctrines 
and Practice upon, Is 1n it ſelf moſt 
realonable. to be believed, andis; 
confirmed' to us by the example of 
the Fewiſb Nation. 

Even before the Promulgation. 
of the Law.,.the. ſum of. all their 
Religion was reduced to the Seven" 
Precepts of Noah ; and in theLaw 
B Was 


Pi 


(2) 

was ſum'd up in, the Ten Com- 
mandments ; concerning which 
( as Joſephus tells us) the Jews were 
as ready to anſwer any Queſtion 
demanded of them, as to their own 
Names ; and the reaſon of it '43 
very remarkable, becauſe (faith he) 
learning the Principles of their Re- 
ligon as ſoon as they came to kauow> 
ledge, they retain'd them firmly ins- 
pripted upon their Souls, 

And that the ſame Method was 
obſerved by the Apoſtles, viz. of 
epitomizing "Chriſtian Religion 

into a ſhort and full Catechiſm , 
even at-their firſt preaching it to 
the world, ſeems probable to me 
from theſe words of the Text, 
which are St. Paul's great charge 
to 7imothy , Hold faſt the form of 
ſound words which thou haſt heard | 
of me. | 

In treating of which words, I 
ſhall endeavour theſe Five Parti 


culars, | 
Firſt, 
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(3) 

Firſt, To prove that Zhi form 
of ſound words in the Text, was a 
Catechiſm, containing the full 
Sum or Epitome of the Funda-» 
mentals of Chriftianity. 

Secondly, To compare our 
Church-Catechiſm with this 
Form of ſound words, both as to | 
the Authors and the Matter of it,” 
and to demonſtrate, that it 1s 
the moſt full and ſafe Rule of 
all things neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, 

Thirdly, That therefore there 


is 2 great Neceſſity, that all that - 


are ( or would be) Chriſtians, 
ſhould be thoroughly inſtructed 
in it. 

Fourthly, To anſwer ſome Ob- 
jections- againſt it. 

Fifthly, To diſcover the Great- 
nels of the Sin and Danger of 
negle&ing it, and the great Ad- 
vantages of learning it ; And 
ſhall conclude all with a brief 

B 2 Appli- 


(4) 
Application to all that have learn- 
ed it. 

The firſt Particular will be in 
a great part evident from the O- 
riginal words of the Text, and 
elpecially from the Paraphraſes 
of St, Chryſoſtom and T7 heophy- 
{act upon them. 

The Original words are thele, 
YmnuTony iv% vHaidyruy Ao Jars 
GCC. 

For "YTowrons ( as Quintilian 
tells us, ) * & 4 certain form of 
things ſo expreſſed to the life , that 
it may appear rather to be ſeen thax 
heard. And UMRyI muy Xo wv, may 
(I think) more properly be ren- 
dred of ſaving Doftrines than of 
ſound Horas, and fo do more ex- 


re 


—— 


a *YToryuTeors tf propoſita quedam rerum 
forma ita werbis expreſſa, ut cernuy potins videa- 
tur quam audirs, Quintil, lib, 9, Inſtit. apzd 
Cornel. a Lap. in locum. © 


preily 


(5) 
preſly contain all things neceſſa«- 
ry to Salvation. 
Now a Catechiſm being no- 
thing elſe but a ſhort and full E- 
pitome of _ neceſſary to Sal-- 


vation, and this. form of ſound. 
words being concerning Faith and 
Charity ,. ( which two things con- 
tain the full ſum of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, ) I think there re-- * 
mains. no great reaſon to doubt, 
but that ths form was ſuch a 
Catechiſm, which St. Paul had 
given to 77zothy, to be the main 
rule both of his belief and pra- 
&ice. And the leſs doubt will? - 
remain if we conſider the Para- 

phraſes .of > St, Chryſoſfom and 


b Epervaord Tot - #120ve 7 | « e87h5» 
x3 Tu Ogp dotevror daIdvruv & arty Trad * 
xayove, t dpxerunoy Vyttinav nyar tis F* 
fl -Juxlw tyxexonagus St. Chrylolt, apad + 


Criticos 3n Textum. * 


BY , of: 


| (6) 
- of (c) Theophylaff upon the 
words. 

Both whole words are ſo much 
a like, and to the ſame purpole, 
that I fhall as near as I can, put 
them both together into plain 
Engliſh, and thus. they make 
St. Paul to fpeak to 7imothy. 7 
have painted out to you ( 4s one 
that paints to the life ) an exatt 
mage of Yertue and of all things 
that are pleaſing to God, and 7 
have given you this as 4 certais 
Canon, Rule, or Archetype of Sound 
Hords to be imprinted. upon your 
\ Soul, that you your ſelf may paint 
and draw your lines accoraing to this 


— —_ a. at 


(c)*Qarre Coyeze® Tyesrld cu, x, 
UT07UGIIA uM gIKOvE > X, afXTVFOY ive 
eds Ter? afopor x, avr& Cayengic, 
TeuTly F uaoTUnrO1Ly S huaY Noor, Te 7 
#1 70 dgyeruaoy Tye, xav T1. Ny Coygs- 
Enoa a/7 auTls A Rave > Y COVERpE. 
wdyTs I 6 ianoxearru. Theophylatt, 
8 (0c, 


Original, 


(7) 
Original, Hold faſt therefore- this 
main Original and Pattern of Chri- 
ſtianity which 7 have drawn for 
y0u, and be ſure that you your ſelf 
| ( if hereafter you paint any thing, 
take it from this. Image : For all 
things are exattly contained in it.. 

And that. this. was St.. Paul s 
method, (as wellas.the reſt of the 
Apoſtles ) in their firſt Preaching 
the Goſpel, to teach men by a 
brief Summary. of Chriftianity, 
or Catechiſm, may be ſtill more 
fully prov'd, by ſeveral other 
Texts. of. Scripture. . 

We read of the Eloquent £4 - - 
pollos, Atsthe 18.v. 25. 57 Ty 
xm WO 7 0dbv T8 Keke , T hat 
he was beginning to be Catechiſed 
(4.e.) to learn the firſt Princi- 

' ples of Chriſtianity; And St. Zuke 
( who wrote his Golpel from 
St. Paul's oran mouth, who was 
his. conſtant companion, and 
therefore could not but know his 
| Manner 


TIM 1 

manner of Teaching, ) tells the 
moſt excellent 7 heophilus, ( Zuke 
I. 4. ) It ſeemed goodto me to write 
zo thee, that thou mighteſt know the- 
certainty TRA wy xg/MYhMs rogwr,of 
thoſe Dottrines wherein thou haſt 
been Catechiſed. : 
Nay, St. Paul himſelf ( Gal. 6. 
6.) divides the whole Church 
into theſe two forts, him that 1s 
Catechiſed,and the Catechiſt. Ze 
him 0 x@&-myJy OG * aogy, that is 
Catechiſed or taught in the word, 
communicate in all good things mi 
Ngo ev TH, to him that teachet 5 OT 
| Is the Catechiſt. 

Theſe Examples of the -Zpotles 
were followed by the Primitive 
Fathers, as Orizen,; Clemens Alex- 
anarinus , and many others, who 
were not aſhamed ( though they 
were men of the greateſt Learn- 
ing and Authority in the Church) 
to become Citechiits. Some of 
whoſe labours of this Nature we 

| have. 


(9) 

have ſtill extant among us, as 
Clemens's his Pedagogws, the Cate- 
chiſm of St. Cyril of Feruſalem, 
the Catechetical Oration of Gre- 
gory Nyſſen, and St. Auguſtine's 
Book, De Catechizandis rudibus. 

Theſe I the rather mention to 
put us of the Clergy in mind to 
imitate theſe great and Pious ex- 
amples; that we may not be 1o 
much taken up with the Pomp 
and Solemnity of Preaching, that 
we quite forget this more neceſ\- 
ſary and more beneficial work of 
Catechiſing, Let us remember 
that when our Sermons are quite 
loſt and forgotten, / as too com- 
monly they are in a very ſhort 
time,)the good,plain and (hortPre- 
cepts of Catechiſm, may remain 
firm and fixed in Mens Souls, if 
they were once thoroughly im- 
preſſed upon them when they + 
were Children, For we know 


Q#0 


(19) 
Quo ſemel eſt imbuta recens, ſer- 
vabit oaorem 
Teſta diu, — The firſt Tindure 


remains longeſt. 


And that I may perſuade thoſe of - 
the Layery todo their part 1n this 
Duty, (without which it will be 
in vain, if not impoſlible for us to 
do ours: ) I ſhall proceed to the 
next Particular propoſed , viz: 

Secondly, To compare our 
Church-Catechiſm both as to 
the Authors, and the Matter of it 
with the Apoſtles Form of ſound. 
Fords, and endeavour to de- 
monftrate, That it isthe moſt full 
and ſafe Rule of all things necel- 
{ary to Salvation. 

As to the Authors of it, if ever 

any Men ( 1n theſe laſt ages ) did 
' deſerve to be compar'd to the A- 
poſtles, either for their Know- 
ledge or Sincerity, theſe may beſt 
pretend tot. a 

\S. 


( x2) 

For abateing only what was 
Miraculous in the Apoſtles, and 
( if we conſider the times they 
lived jn, and the oppoſition they 
met withal, from the Intereſt of 
many, and the Prejudice of moſt 
of Mankind in that age, and how 
much and how ſpeedily they pre- 
vail'd over it,) we ſhall find all- 
molt all the ſame Arguments to 
make us believe theſe Compilers 
of our Church-Catechiſm and 
Liturgy, as we have to believe 
the Apoſtles, who were the firſt 
Preachers of Chriſtianity. ' 

For as the Apoſtles were ſent 
by Chriſt to turn all Nations from 
their Heathen l[dolatry and Super- 
ſition, from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God ; 
So thele our firit Reformers were 
commiſſioned by Chriſt's Vice- 
gerents (the Governours of our 
Church and Nation) to turn us 
all from the thickeſt and moſt 

univerſal 


(12) 
univerſal Darkneſs, the fouleſt 
Idolatry, & blindeſt Superſtition, 
to the cleareſt Light of the beſt 
and moſt Primitive Religion of 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

And as the Apoſtles had great 
aſſiſtance of God's Spirit to help - 
forward that Great Work of 
preaching the Goſpel, ſo we have 
all the reaſon in the world to be- 
lieve, that when theſe our firſt 
Reformers were met together to 
find out a ſtanding Rule for all 
Ages of our Church, (and to this 
end, in compoſing our Liturgy 
and Catechiſm, made ule of all 
the Helps and Means that God had 
put into their hands) that his Sp1- 
Tit might ſo far affiſt them with 
extraordinary Grace, as to keep 
them from all Fundamental Er- 
Tors, and to lead them into all 
Truihs, that were abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation. 

But that which more confirms 

me 


(13) 


me in this Opinion, is the Parakle/cl 


of their Sufterings. For as the A- 
poſtles ſuffered all that theWit and 
Rage of Men could inflt&t- upon 
them, and even Deathiit lelf,. ra- 
ther than they would ſtart from 
any thing they had preach'd ; {o 
theſe Pious Reformers (ſome of 
them at leaft)did by their Patience 
alone, conquer all oppoſition, and 
crown our Church and Reforma- 
tion with Martyrdom, confirm- 
ing and ſealing to us the truth of 
that Rule they had left us in our 
'"Charch-Catechiſm with their 
'deareft Blood. 

And what doth moſt eſtabliſh | 
this Belief, is the conſideration of 
the Matter of it, which 1s the ve- 
ry fame: with the Apoſtles. Cate- 
chiſm , or Form of, ſound. Horas, 
mentioned 1m the: Text, or elle 
with the :Scriptures, which the 
Evangelifts and Apoſtles have 
left us. 
oj C For 


(14) 

For, Firſt, As to the Rule of 
Faith, it is the very {ame with the | 
Apoſtles Creed. | 

For that this Form, common'y | 
called theApoſtlesCreed, wascom- ; 
poled by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
or at leaſt by them, or in their 
time delivered to the Church, as 
a conſtant and unchangeableRule | 
of the Chriſtian Faith, ſeems pro-- | 
bable from the words of St. Fade, 
1n the Third verſe of his Epiſtle. ' 
Where he tells the Church that 
he wrote this Epiſtle to exhort | 
them to: contend earneſtly for the 
Faith, once delivered unto the 
Saints. - 

Upon w hich words,Mr. Ca/vin 
well notes this reaſon of them, 
T hat they might know they had re- 
ceived this wery . Rule, that they 
might never exceed it;nordiminiſh it. 
 Uriiplam ſciant hane.legem le eſſe 
adeptos, ne unquam deficiant, vel 
excidant, 42:9] 

But 
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(15) 
But this will more. manifeſtly 
appear, if Ruffinus ( or indeed al- 
moſt any of the Antient Writers) 


may have any Creditamong(t us. 


For as to Ruffin, hefo plainly 
aſſerts- it, that I-cannot bur Te- 
peat his very words, which are. 
theſe, (4) Onur Anceſtors deliver. 
t0- us, that after the Aſcenſion. of 


- 


"_— 


"( @), Tradunt majores. :noſtrs; quod poſt a- 
ſcenfionem Domini, cam per adventum Saneti 
Spiritus ſuper ſingulos quoſque Apoſtolos 1gnez 
linguz (edifſent, ' ut loquelis diverſis varifque 
I. querentur,per quod'eis nulla gens extera, nulla 
linguz barbaries inacceſſa videretur, & invia z 
Przcepurm eis A Domine datuin- ad: prxdican= 
dum Det verburh ad: fingulas:quemque * prafi4 
ciſct Nationes : Diſceſſur1 iraque ab: invicem, 
normam prius faturz prxdicationis in commune 
conſtiruunt : ne forte alius ab alio abdu&i, 413 
verſum aliquid his . qui ad fidem invitabuntus 
exponerent, OMNES ERGO 1n ubim poſiti, 
& Spiritu Sando, repleti; breve iſtud futurz (ur 
diximus ) indigium,;(conferendo in-unam quod 
unuſquiique ſentiebat- ) componunt, atque hanc 
credentibus dandam efſe regulam ſtatuunt, xuf-. 
finus 1n Symbolum Apoſtolicum. in initio apud:. 
oper, Santi. Cyprians. 


C3 OUX. 


(16) 
our Lord, when at the coming of the 
Holy Ghoſt : fiery Tongues [at upon 
every one of the Apoſtles, that they 
might be able to ſpeak many and at- 
vers Languages, by which no Nation 


was forain, and no barbarous lan- | 


guage, but was eaſie and intelligible 
t0 them, a Commanament was gruen 


them to. goand preach rheGoſpel unto | 


all Nations: Being therefoxeready to 
depart one from another, they firſt 
agiee wuppr = rale' of their fwthre 
Dottrine to be bad inCommos ; is 


it ſhould {oh pen, that they might 
ſeems to hat! thing different one 


from another (when they were. par- 


ted) to-thoſe that ſhould be invited ro 


the Faith JHERFORE 411 of 
them being in one place aud filled with 
the Holy Ghoft ( by joyning into one 
what every TOS thought 
zo be neceſſary ) they wake np (as we, 
ſaid) that. ſhort Form er. Tudex. of, 
their futare Preaching » 4xd' this 
they appoint to be given 'to Belte- 
vers as the Rule of Faith, To 
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(17) 

To this ptrpoſe Tertullian allg 
tells us, ( 6 ) 7 hat the'Rule of Faiths 
is onely One, Immoveable and Unal- 
terable, VIZ. of Believing 1 #1 One only 
God Almig hty, Maker of the orld; 
and in his Som Teſs Chriſt , bort 6h | 
the Virgin Mary, crucified under 
Pontius Pilate , raid again from 
the dead on the third day, received 
up into Heaven, now fitting' at the 
right hand of God, who ſhall come to- 
jaded both the Quick and the Dead, 
even by raiſing them alſo in- the: 
fieſs. 

And he concludes this Para-- 


(b) Regula quidem, fidei una omnino eſt, ſo- - 
ta, & irreformabilis. Credend! ſctlicer in unum + 
Deum Omnipotentem,- Mundi. conditorem ; & 
Filium ejus 7eſum Chriſtum,” natum cx Virgine 
Maria, crucifixum ſub Pontio Pzlato, Tertio die 
reſcuſcirarum I morruis, -receptum in ccelis, ſes 
dentem nunc ad dexreram Parris, venturum ju-« 
dicare vivos & mortuos per carnis etjam re= - 
ſurreftionem. Tertullianus de Yelud _— : 
CAP, 1». 


graph, 


(18) 

aph, by ceclaring this Rule un- 
alterable. For (faith he) (c). 7 his 
Rule of Faith remaining intire,othey | 
things of Diſcipline, &c. may admit | 
of new amendment. | 
And in another place he tells 

' USz, 7 his 4s the Rule of Faith: by 
mhich we believe one God,&c:Where 
having repeated the ſame Creed, 
(/with. fome little variation of 
Phraſe, according to his preſent- 
purpoſe, ) till he comes to that Ar-. 
ticie of Chriſt's Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, and fitting- at the right» 
hand of God, he adds theſe words, 
(d) Miſifſe vicariam, &c. T hat He: 


—_— 


(c) Hac lege fidet manente, c#tera jam Dif- 
ciplinz, &c, admitrunt novitatem corredtio» 
nis. Idem. 1bid, Tertallian. 

(4) Mifiſſe vicariam vim Spiritns Sandi, qui 
credentes agat, venturum cum charitate ad ſu- 
mendos Santos in vitz #ternz, & promiſſo- 
rum Cceleſtium fru&um- , & ad profanos judi- 
candos 1gmi' perpetuo, fata utriuſque partis re- 
ſuſcttatione, cum carnis- reſurcectione, - Tertul- 
liat,  adverl, Her, Cap. 13. 

ſent 


Y 


(19) 
[ent inhis lead the power of the Fd 
ly ro ,. which acts in Believers, 
and that He ſhall. afterwards come 
in Glory, to take up the Saints to en* 
Joy the Fruit of Everlaſting life, 
and of the heavenly Promiſes , {dud 
to condemn the Wicked to perpetual 
Fire, both Parties being raiſed from 
the Dead in the Fleſh. (a) This Rule 
( faith he ) admits of no queſtions 
among ſt us, unleſs it be thoſe which- 
Heretics raiſe, and are Hereſies in 
themſelves. | 
Nay, he proceeds to compare 
this Rule even with the Scriptures 
themſelves ; For he tells us, 
(b) Thy Faith hath ſaved thee, not 


— 


(a) Hzc "regula a Chriſto inſtitura; nullas ha- 
bet apud nos quzſtiones, niſi quas Hzreſes in- 
ferunr aut Heretict , &c,- Idem 1bid. Tertal- 
lian. 

(b) Fides tua te ſalyum fecit, non exercicatio 
Scriptyrarum. Cedat ergo - curiofitas fidei,ce- 
dar . gloria -ſahiti, | Nihil enim ultra regulam 
(cire omnia eſte. Id Tertul, ady, Her Cap. 146 


thy 


(20) 
thy Diſputing of the Scriptures : 
Therefore let Curioſity give place 
to Faith, and Glory to Satva- 
Hon. For'not to know any thing 
beyond the Rule , is to know all 
things, 

To him I may add the Teſti. 
mony- of. St..terom, who ( tho 
it is well known, he had no great 
kindneſs for Raffinm, |) yet calls 
this Creed the. (a) Symbol or ſum 
of our Faith , and hope delivered by 
the Apoſtles, 

For arguing there againſt Or:- 
ger's opinion of the: Relurre&tion, 
and having-proved tt contrary to 
many Texts of Scripture ,anJ h2- 
ving ſmartly reprehended the Bt- 


ſhop of Jeruſalem, for equivoca-. 


ting and concealing his Error, by 
thole words, 7 believe the Reſur- 
rection of the Body, he urgeth him 
to hold to the very words of the 
Apoſtles Creed, as the final deter- 
mination of this - Controverly : 


and. 


| 


(22) 

and he tells us his clear ſence, and 
gives us a full Epitome ot it, which 
may fully prove that the Creed 
which he refers to, was the ve- 
Ty ſame -that is. retaind in our 
Church-Catechiſm. For/laith he) 
(a) Zu the Symbol of our Faith and 
Hope, which was delivered by the 
Hpeftles after the Confeſſion of the 

rinity, and of the Unity of the 
Chareh, the whole myſtery ( or ſacred 
ſum") of. the Chriſtian' Dodtrine, is 
included in the Reſurreition of the 
Fleſh. 
' "Trenawalloin ſeveral places of 


his:works, gives us the like Teltt- 


BE — 


( 4) In Symbolo fidei & ſpei noſtrz, quod 
ab Apoftolis traditum poſt confeſſjonem Trini- 
tatis,8& Uniraris Ecclefiz, Omne Chriftiani dog- 
rhatis Sacrarhentum tarnis refurre&ione inclu- 
ditur; S: Hironym. Epiſt, ad. Pammach. adverl. 
errores 7ohan, Epic. Hieroſs!.. toil. 2. P. 173. 
[. 38; E , Baſil, 


mony. 


(22) 

mony. (b) That there was aeli- 
wered in Baptiſm, an immoveable 
Rule of Truth, by which he exhorts 
them to judge of the ill Conſequences, 
that Heretics drew from ſeveral ex- 
preſſions of” Scripture. Now this 
Rule could be no otherfas to mat- 
ters of Faith, ) than the Apoſtles 
Creed, becauſe no other was gt- 
ven in Baptiſm. 

In another:'place {c) he tells 
us, 7hat the Church ( though dt- 
ſperſed: through the whole. worlg, e- 
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(b) "QuroF £ 57 xavoya © annein;d» 
MAIN iv favry) 142Tky wy; Or \d 7% Cam- 
Tioud]©- finnge, Th I tn 3 yeatay ys» 
ud]a Gryywss ac Ilenens adverl. Ht. lib. n. 
Cap. 1. 

(c) *H wil Warxxancia( rairie ral Gays 
PF 1xuuhns "ah TT AST T "e d): oorag- 
61 ) nagy) HH Anghhor, % 3 inciyay 
U4F1T AY GAE9Aa/EsT4 F eis eva Oey mar 
Tleg. FavTMHEITEg.» Kc, migny* x) is ire 
"InoZy Xergry F yy Ts Os; + oantw3tyrd 
Wap nuertea; owTyela;, Irenens Ibid, cap. 
4+ lib. 3. | 
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(23) 

vento the ends of the Earth,) re- 
ceived from the Apoſtles and their 
Diſciples, that Faith which i in one 
God, the Father Almighty, &Cc. and 
in one Lord Jelus Chriſt, the Son of 
God, who was made Fleſh for our 
Salvation. 

To him may be added the Te- 
ſtimony of /2natins, one of the 
firſt Martyrs after the Apoſtles, 
who. was. contemporary with 
them, and is thought to be the ve- 
ry Child that our Saviour took 
up-in His Arms and: blefled, who 
(in his-Epiſtle a4 4) Trallenſes,) 
reckons. up the Articles of Faith 
ſo far as concerns the Perſon of 
our Saviour, in the ſame or very 
like words, that are delivered in 
the Apoſtles Creed, .and this he 
does..as'the beſt direion againſt 


(4) Ignat. Epiſt. ad Trallenſes circ. med. 


ad fin 
the 


(24) 
the- many Herefies that were 
ſprung up, even in that Apoſto- 
hcal age. 

To ſum up all, this Creed was 
in all ages of the Church had in 
the greateſt veneration, and ne- 
ner {uftered the leaſt change, or 
diſpute concerning it. 

Baronius ( againftwhoſe Teſti- 
mony in this caſe I know nojuſt 
exception, ) tells us,” 7hat the 4- 
poſtles appointed this very Creed as 
4 watch-word, by which he might be 
knows , who truly preached Chriſt 
according to the Apoſtolic Rules. 
For (laith he) as in Har thereis 
ſome one word or ſound given,that ſo, 
if any one happened to come;copcern- 
ing whom there was any doubt: be- 
ing asked the Symbol ( or Watch- 
word, ) it might appear whether he 
was an Enemy or a Companion. S0 
that ( as he there intimates, ) this 
Creed ' was ' deſigned ' by the A- 
poſtles, to be the only Symbol or 
08 Watch- 


(25) 
Watch-word, by which Chrti- 
ſtians might be known from Hea- 
thens. 

It was ſtyled the Creed, by way 
of Eminency, and all other Creeds 
were accounted but good -Expli- 
cations of this. 

Nay 'it was eſteemed. even as 


the Goſpel it ſelf, and had in the 


jame honour wich it. 'Where- 
fore 1t was decreed by Lnaſtaſins, 
That it ſhould be rehearſed in the 
daily Service of the Church with 
the lame reverence as the Goſpel 
it felf, as {6 ) Darandus tells us, 
and that for this reaſon, Sice 
{laith he) the Creed, as to the ſenſe 
of it, is: 4 Goſpel-word,therefore it 15 
repeated ſtanding as the Goſpel 'it 


ſelf. Which :Cuſtom probably 


a Mu "3 


(b) Dwrard.' Ration. Drvin, evjus verba bec 
fit. 'Er cum Symbolum-eft verbum Evange- 


licim quoad 'ſenfum , ergo illud ftando ficur 


Evyangelium-dicicur, 
D for 


(26) 

for the ſame reaſon is (till rctain'd 
in our Church. At the rehearſing 
of the Creed we ſtand up as we 
do at the reading of the Golpel ; 
becaule it is as to matters of Faith 
the very ſumme and Subſtance of 
the whole Goſpel. 

No leſs Authority had it even 
amongſt General Councils : For 
this Creed, together with the 
Scriptures, was generally laid 
op2n before them, and as (c) Ba- 
r0nins tells us, it was uſually re- 
cited at the beginning of their 
Seſſion, Ever as the very Founda- 
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c ) Iftud indicium poſuere Apoſtoli 
WE agnoſceretur is, qui Fhriſturn vere —_ 
caret ſecundbm regulas Apoſtolicas : Sicut enim 
in bellis vocis ſonus & ſermo unus eſt,&c. ut fi 
forte occurrerit quis de qud dubitetur, rogatus 
Symbolum, prodat an hoſtis ſir, an foctus, &c, 
Annal, An, 44, cap. 16. 

Hoc ipſum Symbolum Catholice Ecclefiz 
ſemper aded <«ſt venerata ut in S, S, Conciliis 
Oecumenicis quaſi baſis quzdam et fundamen- 
cum totius Strufturzx Ecclefiaſticx conſueverit 
imprimis recitari, Id. Baron, ibid. c.18. 


tion 


| 
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(27) 
tion and Ground-work of the whole 
Strufure of the Church, For which 
he appeals to the Acts of the Ge- 
neral Councils of Chalcedon, Ephe- 
ſ#, and Conſtantinople, 

Theſe Teſtimonies are (I think ) 
enough to confirm to us, what (4) 
Tertulliay (a\th of it in his Book 
againſt Praxeas, where having 
repeated the Apoſtle's-Creed (to 
far as concerns the Doctrine of 
the Trinity ) he concludes in theſe 
words concerning it, 7hat this 
rule did deſcend from the firſt be- 
ginning of the Goſpel , even before 
any of the firſt Heretics whatſo- 
ever, 

I might add many more Teſti- 


(4d ) Hanc regulam decucureiſſe ab initio 
Evangelit, etjam ante priores quoſq, hxrericos. 
Tertullian, 1b, cont. Praxtam, Cap. 2. 

S1 plura quiſqz defiderat hujuſmodi Teſti- 
monia veterum, videat Biniz editionem Conci-- 
lorum, Tom, 1, pag. 4+ Col, 2, A. B, 


D 2 monies 


(28) 

monies of the Primitive Fathers 
to the ſame purpoſe; but that 
I may the more fully convince 
all that call themſelves Prote- 
ſtants , I ſhall rather choole to 
conclude them all with the words 
of Mr. Calvin and his Diſciple 
Beza, two Authors of no ſmall 
_ amongſt the firſt-Reform- 
ed. 

As to Calvin, beſides that he 
tells us(in his Comments) (4) from 
the Teſtimony of divers of the 
Ancient Fathers, That none was 
admitted to Baptiſm ( that was 
arrived to years of diſcretion) till 
he had made a public confefſion 
of his Faith, bet chiefly till he had 
been examined in that which they 
call the Apoſtles Creed ; and that 


(a) Przſertim verd de Symbolo quod Apo- 
ſtolicum vocant, Examen habebatur: ille pri- 
mus quaſi ingreflus in Ecclefiam iis qui adult 
Chriſto nomen dabant. Calvinys in 6:um Capur 
ad Hebravs, V. 1. & 2, 


this 
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(29) 
this was the very firſt in/et of «ll 
adult perſons into the Chriſtian 
Church : he more plainly and ful- 
ly diſcourleth of it in his /»ſtits- 
tions. (b) Where having told us 
that he had thus far followed the 
order of the Apoſtles Creed, he 
thus proceeds concerning it. 

It ts ſurely aſcribed to the Apoſtles 
by a great conſent of the ancient 
Writers, either becauſe they —_ 
it to be written and ſet forth by thems 
in common , or elſe becauſe they 
thought to confirm the Compendium 
of the. Dottrine delivered by the 
Apoſtles own hands and faithfully 
colleted, by ſo honourable a Title. 


(b.) Apoſtolis cert magn6 vererum Scrj- 
ptorum conſenſu ad(ſcribirur ; five quod ab illis 
in commune conſcriptum * ac editum exiſtima- 
bant; five quod compendium ex dodqrini per: 
corum manus traditi, bona fide colle&a; rali: 
cjogio confirmandum cenſuerunt, 


D. 3 MNeitther- 


(30) 

(4)/either can 7 at all doubt but that- 

it prevailed. even immediately from ' 
the very firſt beginning of the Goſpel, 

as a publick Confclſrors of Faith re-. 

ceived by the conſent of all Chriſtians. 

even from the age of the Apoſtles, 


from whence ſcever it had its firſt” 
riſe, 

le is #t-at all probable that it- 
was written by any one private per- 
ſon; ſince jt-appears to be of the moſt * 
Sacred Authority - amongſt all holy. 
men, even from the wery firſt me- 
mory of Chriſtianity. 


© 
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(a) Neg; verd mihi. dubium eſt quin 2 prima - 
ſtatim origine, adeoq3 ab. ipſo Apoſtolorum 
ſeculo, inſtar publicz et omnium- calculis re- 
ceprz confeſſionis obtinuerit, undecung, tan- + 
.dem 1nitio fuerit profeum. 

Nec ey: uno aliguo privatim fuiſſe conſcrip- 
tum yerifmile eſt, chm ab ultima aſq; memo- 
r13 ſacrolan&z inter, pios- omnes, auQoritatis 
Fullle,conſter, -. 


But : 


- 


(31). 

(4) Bit that mhich onely,is to be 
regarded, we have. put aut of all 
queſtion, VIZ. tbat.t e. whole hiſtory | 
of Faith ts in a clear and diſtint 
order contain'd in it. Hhich being 
conſedered , it availeth nothing to 
contend or ſtrive with any man about © 
the Authar of it , unleſs it be..not 
ſufficient to have the certain truth 
of the Holy Ghoſt, but that we muſt 
alſo at the ſame time know by whom 
itwas either firſt, preached.or writ- 
Fen. 


—_ — 


(a) Qudd-unice curandum.eſt,id extra contro- 
. yerfiam poſitum habemus, totam in eo fide1 
noſtrx hiſtoriam ſuccjn&8, diſtin&t6qz ordine 
recenſer1 : Qud intelle&$ de Authore yel anxie 
laborare, vel cum aliquo-diglad1ari nihil atriner, 
niſi chm forte non ſufficiat certam habere-ſpi- 
ritus'San&i veritatem ut non ſimul intelligat : 
aut Cujus ore enunciata, aut cujus manu de- 
ſcripta fuerit. Ca{viz-- Inſtitut. lib, 2, cap, 16+ 


par, 18, 
Aud 


(32) 

And (4a) Bezain his Comments 
upon Rom. 12. v.6. Let him pro- 
pheſy according td the proportion of 
Faith (as we render it) xaTx T1s 
avarouas Th MISEWS,, ſaith, that the 
words may be taken for 4 certam 
agreement or congruity of Faith 
the Apoſtle having here ſignified the 
true rule of propheſying (1.e.) of 
diſcerning the true interpretation 0 
Scripture from that which u falſe ; 
viz. if they be brought to the firſt 
Axioms of the Chriſtian Faith, which 
are to be believed upon their own 
evidence, contain d in that Creed 


— 
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(4) Pro convenientia, vel congruentia qui- 
dam fidet. Signtficarit Apoſtolus verum Cano- 
nem prophetiz, (3. e.) interpretationis Scriptu- 
rarum verZ a falsa diſcernendz ; nempe 11 ad 
Chriſtianz fide axiomata avr67 1g ex1gantur, + 
Symbolo comprehenſa quod Apoſtolicum vo- 
cant, et quod jam inde ab initio predicationis 
Evangelicz velut1 Evangelii Epitome ſcriptum 
fuirz 1deogg Norma et regula fidei meritd I 
Tertu#iano VOCatur, Peza 1N Roms 12+ Ve YG. 
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which they call the Apoſtles Creed, 
even that mhich was written from 
the very beginning of the Preaching 
of the Goſpel as a full ſumme of it ; 
and is therefore by Tertullian deſer- 
wealy called the very ſquare and rule 

of Faith. | 
Nay, the Aſſembly of Diviaes 
themlelves, though for ſome rea-: 
$ (how forcible, I ſhall not here 
za ) they did not inſert 
the Apoſtles Creed into the body 
of their Catechiſms , yet even 
ſhame forced them to annex it at 
the end of them, (being compell'd 
by the manifeſt truth of it to con- 
fels) that it #« 4 brief Summe of the 
Chriſtian Faith, agreeable to the 
Horg of God, ang anciently received 
by the Churches of Chriſt, 4-77 406 
Objeff. Againſt all this I know 
but one Objection worth anſwer- 
ing, viz, That there can be no 
ſuch Form proved to be delivered 
by the Apoſtles in their Creed , 
, becauſe 


(34) 
becauſe the Fathers themſelves 
(on whoſe teſtimony it is ground- 
ed,) do repeat it in various, and 
different words. 


Anſw, The ſame Argument 
would as well deſtroy the Canon 
of Scripture,as the Canon or Form 
of that Creed. 

For there are not fewer diffe- 
rent. readings of the Scriptures 
than of that Creed ; and we ſhall 
ſcarcely find any two of the An- 
cients that quote the ſame Text 
of Scripture in the very ſame 
words, nay we ſhall (carccly find 
any one amongſt them that doth 
often repeat the ſame Text of 
Scripture in the ſame exprels 
words. The reaſon of whictkt va- 
riety may be this; becauſe they 
refer either to the Scripture or-to 
the Creed, according to the ſub- 
je they diſcourſe upon,and ſome- 
times enlarge on one part of 


them, 


A, 


\ 
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(35) 
them, and ſometimes on another, 
pro re nata, according to the que- 
{tion in hand, and therefore ſel- 
dom or never tye themlelyes to 
words, {o they Tetain the true 
ſence of what they alledge. 

This Creed, concerning which 
we have as conſtant, as primitive, 
and as unreproveable a Tradition 
as we have for any thing of Chri- 
ſtianity, (the very Canon of Scri- 
pture it ſelf ſcarcely excepted) 
was in all probability the main of 
this Form of ſound words, or Apo- 
ſtolical Catechiſm , which being 
Tetaind in ours as the Sum of 
all things generally neceſſary to 
be believed, there can be no fur- 
ther queſtion made, but that our 
Catechiſm is the ſame with the 
IT as to matters of Faith. 
Eſpecially if we conſider that moſt 
plain, ſhort, full and ancient Ex- 
plication of the Articles of our 
Faith given us in our Catechiſm, 

which 


(36) 
which is a ſufficient refutation, 
of all the Antitrinitarian as well :; 
« 1,795.95 ſome other-Herefies, viz. Firſt 
£4 leajrn to believe in God the Fa- 
ther, who hath made me and all the 
world, Secondly , in God the Son, 
who hath redeemed me and all 
Mankind, Thirdly, in God the Holy 
Ghoſt, who Sanftifieth me and all the 
Zlett people of God. 

Secondly, As to a rule of pra: 
ice, that the Apoſtles firſt Ca- 
techiſm was much'the ſame with _ 
ours I ſhall endeayour to prove. 

And indeed, it is made proba- 
ble even by the words of 'St. Pa#/ 
himſelf, in his Epiſtle to the /He- 
brews. For having menrtiored 
( c.5.v. 12. ) the firſt Principles -of 
the Oracles off God, he proceeds tn 

the beginning of the next Chap- 
ter to diſcover a brief fum of | 
them, and exhorts them to goon 
to build upon theſe Fotindations. 
Leaving the Printiples sf the Do- 
Frine 


(37) 

tfrine of Chriſt , let us go on-unto 
perfeition , not laying again the 
Foundation of repentance from acad 
works, of Faith towards God, of the 
Dottrine of Baptiſms, and of laying 
.0n of hands ; of the Reſurrection 
from the Dead. and of Eternal Juds- 
»:ent. Heb. 6. v. 1,and 2. 

Now that the Apoſtle hath in 
this place reckoned up the Prin- 
ciples of a Catechiſm, ſeems plain 
from the words themlelves ; and 
is expreſly confirm d by th2 Au- 
thority of Mr. Ca/vinand Beza. 

For ſaith Mr. Calvin.the Author 
hath here a reſpett to the uſual ſhort 
form of Catechiſm. ( 4') And from 
thence he.conjectures that there 
was a Catechiſm in the Chriſti- 
an Church before the Epiſtle to 


— 


( 4 ) Hic reſpexit ad ufitatam Catechiſmi - 
formulam. Calvin. In Heb, 6, Ve I. & 2. ad 


E the 


(b) Bezaexprelly tells us, that zhe 
Apoſtle in this Text numbers five 
heads of Catechiſm, The profeſſion 
of amendment of Life, the ſam of 
Faith concerning God, the. Explt- 
cation of the Doftrine which was 
wort to be delivered to young Cons 
verts in Baptiſm and at Confirma- 
tion ; andthe chief head of all, the 
Doitrine of the Reſurreition 'and of 
future Tudgment, 

The Doctrines of Faith towards 
God, of the Reſurrettion of the 
Dead, and of eternal Judgment are 
contained in the Apoſtles Creed, 
to which (if we will beheve Mr, 
Catvin, ) the Author to the He. 


(383) 
the Hebrews was written, And 
; 


Sc = 4 
= _—” da —— 


( b ) Quinque capita Catechiſmi numerat, 
nempe profeſſionem emendatjonis vitz, fidei 
ſummam de Deo, Doftrinz explicationem 
quz in Baptiſmis & in poſitione manuum tra» 
di riidibus preſertim folebat , caput Reſurre- 
_ mortuorum , & futuri judicil. Bea in 
Heb. 6. | 


brews 
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 . 


(39) 

brews doth dire&ly refer. For 
{ faith he )/ c ) the word Faith 
ſienifies that Epitome of the Do- 
arine of Religion which is calld 
the Artic'es of Faith. Hitherto alſo 
belongs the Doitrine of the Reſus- 
redion of the Dead, &C. 

So that thereis no need of any 
further Dilcourſe' about theſe; 
{ſince our Church-Catechilm pro- 
poſeth the very fame Articles of 
Faith as our main Foundation. 

Fhat of /aying on of hands and- 
of Baptiſms, belides: that under 
this head, Beza (ubi ſupra) aith, is 
contained the Explication of the 


Dodrine that was uſually deli-- 


vered to young andraw Chriſti- 
ans in their Baptiſm, and at the 
laying on of handsi upon them. 


——_— 


— ld 


(_£ ) Fidet nomen breve illud compendiuns 
ſignificat pieratis Do&rinz quod vulgd Arti- 
culos Fidez nominant. Huc pertinet mortuorum.- 
ReſurreRio, &c, Id. ibid, Calvinss, 
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Mr. Catviz allo faith, that theie 
two. Dodtrines of Baptiſm and lay- 
ing on of Hands are here joyned 
together, becaule of the two 
difterent ſorts of Baptized per- 
ſons, viz. Children and Adult, 
For the Adult { faith he) did make 
a confeſſion of their Faith before 
they were Baptized, but Children 
were firſt Baptized, and then at 
their Confirmation when they 


were grown to years of ſome un- 


derſtanding, did give an account 
of the Principlesot their Religion; 
and therefore it: might be called 
either the Dottrine of Baptiſms or 
of laying on of hands,w hich he moſt 
poſitively aſterts to be meant of 

Confirmation in this Text. 
Now becauſe Confirmation in 
our Chutch moft exactly anſwers 
Mr. Ca/viz's account of the Apo- 
ſolical practice ; it being though 
no part of our Church-Catechiſm, 
yet one main end of it, / All per- 
[ons 


| 


| 


—— ——- OT OPEAIPER., en os _ _ 


| — 


(47") 

ſons of our Communion beingcen-- 
joyned to learn it before , and in: 
order to their being Confirmed ) 
I cannot pals it by without ſaying 
ſomthing of it,8& all tat Iſhall ſay, 
ſhall be the very words of Mr.Ca/-- 
vin(a)that I may convince all ſuch 
who pretend to be his admirers, 
how much they diſcredit their 
Maſter's Judgment, or elſe how 
1gnorant they are of his Doctrine, 
whileſt they continue to flight 
this ſolemn ete'of Confirmation 
(asit 1s uſed in the Church of Z#x-- 
gland) for which he himſelt had fo 
great a Veneration. 

Speaking of this Text and of 
laying on of hands (« ) Zhis very 
place ( faith he ) doth abundantly 
teſtify that this Ceremony had its 


(a) Hic unus locus abunde teſtatur hujus ce- 
remoniz originem fluxifle ab Apoſtolis. Quz 
tamen poſtea in ſuperſtirionem verſa fuir, ( ue 
mundus ſemper fere ab oprimis inſitrucis 1n cor= 
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ryp:elas degenerat. ) Finxerunt eninmr eſſe Sa» 
cramentum qud Spiritus regenerationis confe- 
rarur. Ex qud Baptiſmum lzcerarunt. Nan 
quod. erar cjus proprium, ad impoſtionem ma- 
nuum tranſtv!erunt. Sciamus ergo A primis 
Authoribus inſticurum eſſe , ut folennis effer 
precandi ritus , - ( quemadmodum- Auguſtinas. 
nuncupat. ) Fidel quidem propofitionem quam 
adoleſcentes pueritiam egreiſi edebanr, volue- 
runt approbare hoc Symbolo; ſed nihil minus 
cogitarunt quam vim Baptiſmi diſcerpere. Cal- 
Vi], 1N Hebre, cap. 6, V. I. Of 2, 


Original from the Apoſites ; which 
nevertheleſs afterwards was turned 
into ſuperſtition ( as the world doth. 
almoit always degenerate into cor- 
ruption from the beſt inſtitutions. ) 
For they feigned it to be a Sacra- 
ment by which the Spirit of regene- 
ration was conferred, from whence 
they rent Baptiſm in pieces. For. 
they transferred unto Confirma-. 
tion what was proper to Baptiſm. 
Let us therefore know that it was 
by the firſ Authors ordained as' 4 
Solemn Rite of Prayer, ( as Augu- 
[tin'/names #t. ) Tndeed, T hat profeſ= 


fron. 


W 


(43 ) 
fron of Faith which was made after 
Childhood,they deſired to approve by 
this Symbol, but they thought of n0- 
thing leſs than to divide Baptiſm. 
Wherefore he concludes with. 
this moſt excellent Rule, { which 
L wiſh all that pretend to admire 
him would learn from him. ) 
| (b) Therefore the firſt and pure in- 
ftitution ts to be retain'd at this day, 
but the Superſtition . is to be cor- 
refed, 

Now ( Ithink,)' I may juſtly 
challenge any man to ſhow me 
wherein, (as to the ſubſtance of. 
Confirmation) our Church does 

| differ at all from Mr. Ca/viz z and: 
if it cannot be ſhown,I appeal to 


— 


— 


his Followers themſelves, whether 
it 15 not a ſhame in them to {light, 


—— 


—_—_—_—_——_— 


(b) Quamobrem hodie retinenda pura in-. 
ſtirurio eſt , ſuperſtitia aurem corrigenda, Idem 
ibid. Calvinus. 


and 


(44) 
and contemn that , which their 
Maſter faith is 4 ſolemn Rite of pray- 
er, 4 Symbol derived from the Apo- 
ſtles, and which he reckons up a- 
mong ſt the beſt inſtitutions ? 

As to the Dottrine] of Baptiſms, 
{for the word is in the Pluralnum- 
ber,) it is very probable that the 
Apoſtle means both of the out- 
ward: Baptiſm of Water, and the 
inward Bapriſm of the Spirit fig- 
nified by it. For certainly the 
Nature of both thele { as 1n rea- 
ſon it ought to be, ) was taught 
to all perſons capable of under. 
ſtanding it before their Baptiſm 
in that Catechiſm, which was de- 


livered them from the Apoſtles.. 


Now 1n this our Church-Cate- 
chiſm doth exa@ly agree with 
the Apoſtolical, as appears by the 
D-rines of Baptilm contain'd 
in it. 

As to the foundation of Repen- 


zance fromaead works , that by it. 
is. 


| 


| 
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is meant nothing elle but the ab- 
renuntiation made in Baptiſm, 1s 
made. moſt highly probable by 
Mr. Calviz. For faith he (in his 
Comments upon thele words, ) 
(4) 7t appears abſurd that the Apo- 
ſtle ſhould command, that Fa'th and 
Repentance ſhould be laid aſide , in 
which we muſt go forward the whole 
courſe of our lives; but when he 
adds from all deadWorkshe plainly 
denotes that he ſpeaks of initial Re. 
pentance. (a ) 

Now this initial Repentance 
or Abrenuntiation at the firſt en- 
trance into Chriſt's Religion by 
Baptiſm, might moſt properly 


—_— 


— 


(44) Abſurdum videtur, quod Apoſtolus 
poenitentiam & fidem omitti juber, 1n quibys 
pergendum erat toto vitz curſu. Verim chm 
addit ab Operibus martuzs ſignificat ſe de 1nitia- 
i pcenirentia loqui, Calvinus ibid. in c, 6, ad, 
HED 20S» ; 


be 


(46) 
be ſtyled the foundation of Repen- 
tance from dead Works by the A- 
poſtle. 

Becauſe this was the firſt thing 
that was taught * all Chriſtians 
in order to their being Baptized, 
viz, That they ſhould repent of 
all their former Sins, and quite 
torſake all their former Idolatry 
and all wicked Works whatloe- 
ver ; and to this end that they 
did actually renounce in their 
Baptiſm,the Devil and all bis Yorks, 
8c. Baptiſm it felf being nothing 
elſe on our part but a Solemn 
Vow and promiſe of Obedience 
to Chriſt, and Faith im Him. 
Wherefore this Renuntiation and 
Promiſe was always made: in Ba- 
ptiſm, as Zertulian moſt fully af- 
{ures us. (6) For he uſeth this as 
the main argument to. perſuade 
Chriſtians not to be preſent at 
the public ſhows, and pompous 
Ceremonies of the Heathen Games 


inſti- 


(47). 
inſtituted to the honour of their 
falle gods. Becaule it 1s contra- 
ry totheir Vow in Baptiſm,which 
he there ca:ls S7gnaculum or 4 Seal, 
from the {ign ot the Croſs always 
uſed init. His words are theſe, 
7 ſhall turn my ſelf tothe principal 
argument even our very Baptiſm. 
Hhen we enter the Hater to be ba- 
ptized, we profeſs our Faith in the 
words of the Rule of it ; and we 
witneſs with our own mauths that we 
have renounced the Nevil,his Pomps, 
and his Angels. (b) 2p 195 & 
Nay, that this Vow was never 
omitted in Baptiſm by any per- 
ſon, but that even Children that 
were not able to declare it them- 
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(bb) Ad principalem auRoritatem con- 
vertar , i#pſius Signaculi, Ciim aquam ingreffi 
Chriſtianam fidem in legis ſuz verba profire- 
mur , renunciaſſe nos D1iabolo , & Pompis, & 
Angelis cjus ore noftro conteſtamur. Tertubian., 

lib, de ſpeRac, cap. 4- 


ſelves 


(48) 
telves , did promiſe it by others, 
who were their Sureties,the ſame 
(a) Tertullian (the moft antient 
of all the Latin writers that were 
Chriſtians ) moſt expreſly tells 
us. For having argued againſt 
the too ſudden Adminiſtration 
of Baptiſm, he concludes in theſe 
words,(a) 7 herefore a delay in Bap- 
tiſm according to the age and condi- 
tion of the Perſon is more profitable; 
but chiefly as to the /nfants. For what 
neceſſity ss there that their Sureties 
(or they that promiſe for them ) 
ſhould be brought into danger , who 
themſelves may fail of their Pro- 
miſes by death , or elſe may be de- 


_ 


—————_ 


(4 4) Itaque pro cujuſque perſonz condit- 
one , ac difpoſitione , etiam -#tate cundtatio 
Baptiſmi eſt utilior ; precipue verd circa par- 
vulos, Quid enim neceſle eſt ſponſores etiam 
periculo 1nger! , Qui & ipf} per mortalitarem 
deſtituere promiſſiones ſuas poſſunt, & proven- 
tu malz indolis falli ? Tertullzanus lib. de Bap- 
tiſmo cap. 18. " 


cetved 
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cerved by the futere untowardutfs 
of the Child? Pp 9 

From whence it ſeems evident, 
that it was the cuſtom of the 
Church, to admit Children to Bap- 
tiſm upon the ſtipulation of their 
Sponſors or Goa-fathers ; and that 
the Vow in Baptiſm was ( inall 
likehhood ) the very ſame with 
that which our Church-Cate- 
chiſm teacheth us: and that this 
Vow was that which the Apoſtle 
calls the av Jzp#oy, Or foundation 
of Repentance from dead Horks ; 
which is allo the very firſt 
Ground-work of our Church-Ca- 
techiſm, 

Now ſince to the full under. 
ſtanding of this Vow in Baptiſm, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that we 
thould know what the Works of 
the Devil, ec. are, which we re- 
nounced in it, as allo what the 
Articles of Faith are, which are to 
be believed, and what are the 
F Com- 


(50) 
Commands of God, in which all 
Chriltians promile to walk all the 
days of their lives, it may from 
hence be evidently concluded that 
the Apoſtles-Catechiſm , which 
(as Ihaveprovd) began as ours 
doth with the Baptilmal Vow, 
muſt allo proceed in like manner 
to ſome brief Summary of Faith 
and Practice, much like, rt not 
the very ſame with 'that of our 
Church-Catechiſm. 

For this{ [ think I have already 
proy/d,_) that the Rule of Faith 
was the ſame, viz. the Apoltles- 
Creed : and as for our duty to- 
wards God, and towards Man, .t 
is expreſſed in ſuch a plain eaſy, 
and familiar Comment upon the 
Ten Commandments, as is either 
exactly according to our Saviour s 
exprels words , or elſe direQly 
contain'd in the Epitome of the 
whole Goſpel, as it is ſum'd up by 
the Apoſtle (72. 2,v.11, and 12.) 

where 


(51) 
where St. Paw! tells us, that zhe 
Graceof God hath appear d unto all 
Men. teaching us that denying Un- 
goalineſs and worldly Zufts, we 
ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly and 


Gedlily in this preſent World. 1 


Thirdly, As to 2 Rule of Prayer: 

I need ſay no more, but appeal 
to any Man's own Reaſon to judg 
for himſelf , what Rule he cou'd 
pcflibly find out more agreable 
to the Religion of Chriſt and His 
Apoſtles, than that very Pattern 
or Form of Prayer which our Sa- 
viour Himſelf hath taught us? 

Wherefore if this be not as to 
Prayer the Form of ſound Words, 
certainly we muſt conclude either 
that our Saviour would have g1s 
ven us a better, or elſe ( what is 
the higheft Blaſphemy to al- 
ſert) that Heknew not which t:5 
beſt. 5 
Fourthly, As to the Docrine 
of the Sacraments which is the 
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only thing in our Catechiſm re- 
maining to be examined. 

I have already (if Iam not mi- 
ſtaken ) diſcourſed enough of Ba- 
ptilm, to prove that the Apoſtles 
and our Church's Catechiſm, or 
Forms of ſound Words, do exattly 
agree as to the Doctrine and Pra- 
ice of this Sacrament. 

The only Difficulty remaining, 
is concerning the Dodrine of that 
other Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. Now that this allo was 
part of the Apoſtolic Catechiſm 

delivered to the Church even be- 
fore the writing of St. Pay/'s E- 
piſtles , the Apoſtle himſelf ſeems 


to tell us very plainly in. the. 


1.Corinth. 11. v. 23. 

For ( (ſaith he ) 7 have recerved 
of the Zord that mhich alſo 7 de- 
livered unto yor that the Lord Feſus, 
the ſame night he gvas betrayed, took 
Bread, &c. Now from hence it 
tems manifeſt that the Apoſtle 

muft 
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muſt have delivered this Docrine* 
to the Corinthians, betore he wrote ' 
this Epiſtle to them. Becauſe 0- 
therwiſe (though he might and? 
would have inſtructed them a- 
bout this Sacrament.) yet he could» 
not have blamed theme for their 
profanation of it, as he doth for: 
this Reaſon,) becauſe he had deli-- 
ver'd the DoGrine of tt. to them 
before. | 

But however this 1s apparent} 
that if any Man doth'impartially 
and throughly examin, what Sr. 
Paul delivers in this Chapter con- 
cerning the Lord's Supper, and 
doth allo compare it witir what 
our Church-Catechiſm ſaith of ir, 
he muſt certainly find, that the. 
Formof ſound HYords our Church 
hath given us, 1s but a plains 
full , and practical explication of 
St. Paul's Doctrine concerning 
that-Bleſſed Sacrament;the Nature 
of it, and.the due. preparation for 
| F.3 it, 


__- 098) 
it , as will as the benefits of the 
worthy receiving it, 

Thus I have proved that our 
Catechiſm is the very ſame in ſence 
with the Form of ſound Hords de- 
livered' by the Apoſtles in every 
particular, of it , ſo faras we are 


able tojudg of it either from An- 


viquity or Scripture. 
TI need not therefore ſpend much 
time in proving that it 1s the 


moſtfull and ſafe Rule,that we can 


walk by, as to all things neceſſary 
for Salvation, For we cannot be- 
heve that the Apoſtles would de- 
liver to the Church any thing as 


the ſum of the whole Do&rine: 


and practice of Chriſtianity, but 
only what was moſt certain, moſt 
tull, and' moſt neceſſary to Salva- 
riOn: 

And (Tthink) T may (without 


any ſuſpicion of confidence )juſt- 


ly challenge any Man to produce 


any other Thing or Doctrine that 
| mn 


ee. ee — 0 _—_— . 


CE —c yy ——_—_—_—— WD O_— - 


(55 ) 

1s abſolutely and generally necef- 
ſary to Salvation , which is not 
exprelly containd , or at leaſt 
moſt diretly and plainly impli- 
ed in our Church-Catechiſm. 

And that it is a Rule no leſs 
fafe than it is full, will be ſtill more 
evidently apparent from the next 
particular Lat firſt propoſed,viz: 

Thirdly, To prove that there 
is a great neceſſity that all that 
are, or would be Chriſtians 


ſhould be throughly inſtructed 


in 1t, 

For Catechiſm is to the order- 
ly ſtructure of Spiritual knowledg, 
what a ſure foundation 1s to any 
material building ; it being no leſs 
impoſſible for a man to be edified: 
in the Chriſtian Religion, who is 
not firſt well grounded in the 
principles of it, than it 1s fora 
man to build without a foundati- 
on: and an errcr in theſe firſt 
Principles is like 4 flaw in the 

10Un- 
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foundation moſt certainly dange-- 
rous, nay, ( if not ſpeedily a- 
mended )) moſt abſolutely ruinous 


to the whole Building. 

It then behoveth every Man 
throughly. to. examin by whar 
means he may moſt ſafely attain 
to the firſt Principles of the Chri- 
ſtan Faith and Practice :. and I 
cannot -poſſibly conceive any 0- 
ther but theſe three ways, which 
Iſhall briefly and fully examin. 

Firſt, Either a Man muſt col- 
lect theſePrinciples from the Scri- 
ptures,by the ſtrength of his own 
reaſon, or elle by the aſſiſtance of 
other private Men; Or, 

Secondly, By ſome private ex- 
traordinary aſſiſtance of God's 
Spirit. Or, 

Thirdly, By the Dodrine of 
that particular Church of which 
he is a Member , together with 
the conſent of the univerſal 


Church of Chriſt; 
As 


. 
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As to the firſt, Reaſon is ſuch 
a box of Quick-ſilver that no Man 
can readily tell where to fix it. 
For what appears to one Man, 
nay to one Nation, the higheſt 
reaſon, ſeems to others the moſt 
ablurd and ridiculous; as might 
be made apparent by the ſame cu- 
ſtoms.of Men, which ſome Nati- 
ons account Sacred, and others in 
the mean while eſteem molt Bar- 
barous. So that it will be no leſs 
difficult'to find out ſuch Princi- 
ples by which to judg of right 
reaſon, than it is to find out the 
true ſence of Scripture. 

But (laying afide the various 
contradictions of human Reaſon 
in other aff1irs, ) it is apparent 
that there are no fewer nor more 
different inany thing than in this 
of the ſence of the Scripture, For 
that the moſt of Men want both 
leafure and parts duly to conſider, 


as well as the means taugarand 
the 


(58) 
the right meaning of Scripture. 
. Neither can any one of the ge- 
nerality of Mankind be ſuppoled 
to have time enough, or judgment 
enough to weigh all circum- 
ſtances of the Text, nor can-meer 
reaſon furaih him with any cer- 
tain Rule by which to judg out 
of it, what 1s neceſſary to Salva- 
tion and what not. 

So that all theGoſpels being on- 
ly Hiſtories of ourSaviours words, 
actions and ſufferings, and all the 
Epiſtles of the Apoſtles, being ons 
ly occaſional Diſcourſes, I am not 
able to underſtand that any Man 
(unleſs he hath ſome former cer- 

tainRule to judg by )can be able by 
the ſtrength of his natural Reaſon 
alone, to cull out all things con- 
tain'd in the wanker fot 
which are neceffary for Salvati- 
on, and noneelle. 

Neither can it be ſuppoſed that 
every Man ( or indeed any Man ) 

can 
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can be abſolutely free from all 
prejudice, paſſion, intereſt, or par- 
tiality, any one of which may 
diſturb, if not .quite blind his 
Reafon. 

Nay; our Experience tells us, 
that the blackeſt and moſt damna- 
ble Hereſies, the moſt dangerous 
and fatal errors, that ever were 
broached fince the firſt preachin 
of the Goſpel, had Scripture an 
Reaſon pretended for their Ori- 
ginal, 

And therefore to avoid all theſe 
Uncertainties, Men have -been 
forced to have recourſe to the im- 
mediat Revelation of God's. Spi- 
Tit, which is the next way I pro- 
poſed to examin. 

Secondly,Therefore as to this of 
the private Spirit,I ſhall only pro- 
poſe this Objeftion to every Man's 
conſideration, vzs : . 

That no Man living can be al- 
ſured. of any ſuch a” 

Gift 
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Gift of the Spirit either to him- 
felt or any other private perſon; 
and that ſuch a Gift may be pre- 
tended to, by any other Man as 
well as by -himſelf , even by the 
Authors of the moſt deſtructive 
Doerines, and the moſt damna- 
ble Hereſies, 

The latter part of this Objeat- ' 
on 1s evident ( beyond all excep- 
tion) by the various pretences of 
the Spirit, by all or moſt of the 
Schiſmatics and Heretics, that e- 
ver were, orat preſent are inthe 
World: and the firſt part of it 
will be I think no leſs fully ma- 
nifeſt from theſe four Reaſons 
following. 

Firſt, Becauſe there is no pro- 
miſe of any ſuch extraordinary 
Gift of the Spirit, that ſhould en- 
able private Men rightly to in- 
terpret the Scripture. 

It there beany, let it be pro- 
duced ; if none can be a 

tnen 
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then we have no ground at all to 
believeit, As for that, which is 
commonly urged, viz, Our Savi- 
our's promile , 7 hat the Comforter 
ſhall come, who ſhall lead you into all 
Truth, it is nothing at all to the 
purpoſe. For it was promiſed 
to the Apoſtles and not to any 
private Perſons; and it was made 
good by the miraculous deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon them, and 
therefore ſignifies nothing of any 
extraordinary Gitr of the Spirit in 
this Age , much leſs to any pri- 
vate Perſon. 

Secondly , There 1s no necel- 
ſity ofany ſuch extraordinary Gift 
to private Men. 

Becauſe the ordinary Grace of 


| God's Spirit aſſiſting the ordina- 


ry and public means of know- 
ledg, is ſufficient to lead them in- 
to all things neceſſary for their 


Salvation, "TA 
G Third: * 
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Thirdly, It is moſt contrary 
to our common experience. 

For we lee plainly that private 
Men are lo tar from any ſuch ex- 
traordinary Gift of God's Spirit, 
to enable them to interpret Scri- 
pture, that they are not able 
thereby (unleſs they have 2ttain'd 
4t by their Labor and Education} 
to interpret any. one word of their 
proper and Original Languages, 
Nay, 

Fourthly, and laſtly, This opt- 
nion of ſuch an extraordinary 
Gift of God's Spirit, to private 
Men, to enable them to interpret 
Scripture, is moſt deſtructive to 
all Chriſtianity , and the whole 
Scripture it ſelf. 

For, ( unleſs we had a certain 
Rule by which to know who hath 
the Spirit, and who hath not, ) it 
opens a gap to any bold Pretender 
to pervert all Religion, and to 


make the Scripture a meer "_ 
0 
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of Wax, to be moulded into any 
ſhape that he pleaſeth , by fixing 
his own phanr'fies upon 1t, under: 
the pretence of God's Spirit. 

And therefore the laſt way F 
propoled of diſcerning from the 
Scripture, what is neceſſary to 
Salvation, muſt needs be the beſt 
and ſafeſt, viz. 

Thirdly.By the Doctrine of that” 
particular Church of which we 
are Members, and the Conſent of- 
the Univerſal Church of Chriſt to 
that Doctrine, 

For ſince our Saviour hath made 
this promiſe to his Apoſtles, when 
He firſt ſent them out #0 7 each and 
Baptize all Nations, ( Matt. 28.v. 
ult.) 7 will be with you always ever" 
unto the end of the HYorld, we have 
from thence the fulleſt aſſurance 
that He will not be wanting to- 
His Church, in things abſolutely- 
neceſſary to Salvation: 

Wherefore {( Ithink ) I may 

G 2. juſtty- 
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juſtly appeal to all Mankind 1n this 
caſe; Whether it is not far more 
probable that perſons choſen by 
the Church for this very end and 
purpoſe to find out a ſtanding 
Rule of all things neceflary to 
Salvation, to rgmain for ever as 
a firm foundation of beliet and 
practice to all the Members of an 
whole Church, may not be more 
reaſonably ſuppoſed to be gur- 
ded by a more extraordinary Afſ1- 
ſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
therefore more fully to under- 
ſtand the Scriptures ; than any 0- 
ther Man who only ſearcheth the 


Scriptures for his own uſe, or for 


the preſent benefit of ſome pri- 
vate Pariſh ?- 

And again I may alſo appeal to 
the whole World, whether when 
theſe perſons have propoſed to us 
{uch a Rule ( as our Church-Ca- 
techiſm is,) that contains in 1t no- 
thing but the moſt plain, eaſy, and 

rational 


| 
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rational Rules, both of Faith and: 
Manners , moſt exactly agreable 
to the whole Goſpel, to the Uni-- 
verlal Practice of all Chriſtians, 
and beſt. ſuited to the capacities - 
of all Mankind, (being not ftufr 
with any doubtful or unneceſſary 
Queſtions, ) and laſtly, have con-- 
firm'd this by laying down their - 
lives in defence of the Truth they 
deliver'd to us, Whether (I lay,) 
we- have not all the Reaſon in the - 
world to believe: that this 15 the - 
ſafeſt Rule we can poſſibly walk : 
by ? 


Indeed, if our Church had en-- - 


joyn'd us to believe as Articles:of* 
Faith, things dire@ly eontrary to: 
all Senſe and Reaſon, or hadcoms- 
manded us to practiſe dire&ly- 
contrary to the Doctrine: or pra-- 
Rice of the Univerſal Church,ſuchk: 
Dodtrines and Practices, 2s Trans 
ſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Indul- 
gences, Prayers-in an unknows: 

G3 Tongue:: 
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Tongue ,. the half Communion, 
the worſhipping Saints and I- 
mages, and adoration of the Hoſt, 

Co. 

Or, if our Church had given 
us ſuch a Rule of Faith, (as ſome 
amongſt us have too lately done, ) 
conſiſting of nice Definitions of 
things uncertain, and at the beſt +, 
but probable , and therefore not 
at all neceſſary for every Mans 
Salvation; or of things too high 
for us, and therefore not concern- 
1ng us, ſuch as the Abſolute and. 
Eternal Decrees of God, and the 
diſputable notions. of the Nature 
of juſtifying Faith, Adoption, Re- 
generation, Juſtification, or thoſe 
precious - Doctrines. of the Saints, 
Union and Communion with God. 
in this life , the impoſſibility of. 
their final fall from Grace, and. 
their full and 1nfallible Aſſurances, 
even at preſent of their future 
Perleverance. and Salvation; and 

many 
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many other ſuch like, ( whicti 
| ſcarcely their Authors, muchleſs 
| the People were able to under- 
ftand.:) we might then have ſome 
| cauleto reject ſuch a Rule either 
as falle or frivolous, 
But when nothing 1iscontain'd' 
in our Catechiſm, but what 1s a- 
. greable to the Apoſtles Doctrine 
| and Practice , and their Form of 
| ſound Fords, wehaveall the Rea- 
ſon. that can be, to endeavor 
throughly to underſtand it, to 
acquieſce 1n it, and to practiſe it, 
| as the beſt Rule of all things ge- 
 nerally neceſlary to Salvation. 
Wherefore I need not ſay any 
| more to- prove the neceſſity of 
: learning thisRule;ualeſs it be this; 
That even preaching it elf 
doth neceſlarily require it, or elſe 
| ſuppoſeit inus, 
iſ For to follow preaching before 
we have learn'd ſound Principles 
| | of Religion, is. to- begin at the- 
+ 1 » WTODS: 
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wrong end ; and is juſt as prudent” 
as toendeavour to build Caſtles 


in the Air, (z.e. ) without any 


foundation - to ſupport them. For 


initance in other Sciences. 

Should a Man hear an Angel 
from Heaven make a Diſcourle of 
Arithmetic; Geometry or Mathe- 
matrics, if before hand he hath not 
been inſtructed inthe grounc's'of 


thoſe Arts, he would be never the. 


wiſer nor better for ſuch a dil- 
courſe. And this is certainly one 


main Reaſon why in this age of: 


Preaching, we have lo little of - the 
Practice of Chriſtianity , becauſe 
Men havenot been rightly ground- 
ed inthe firſt Principles of Reli- 
J10N. 

For they that have no certain 
Rule by which ro judg. of the 
Truth , or Falfity of what they: 
hear, muſt either believe nothing, 


and ſo be meer Hypocrites and- 


of: no Religion at all; becauſe = | 
| all. 


! 
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all as they know all may befalſe; 
or elſe they muſt believe all things 
they hear, becaule for all as they 
know all may be True, and 1o 
muſt become mere fools, and of 
all Religions, according as they 
meet with Teachers. 

And I cannot- but think that 
this hath been one main cauſe of 
all the madneſs and miſchief of 
this Age, that mens Aﬀections 
have been moved by preaching 
before their Judgments were 
rightly inform'd by Catechizing. 

For Men wo, heated with 
long and earneſt harangues and 
exhortations to be zealous for 
Chriſt and his Religion, (becauſe 
they knew not wherein Chriſtt- 
anity conſifted , ) were therefore 
ready to att any thing with the 
moſt furious zeal (tho never 6 
horrid in it ſelf, or deſtruive to 
all Mankind,) that was but dreſs'd; 
upin a Shew of Piety. 

To. 
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To prevent which I cannot 
propoſe a better Rule to judg of 
all Do@rines by, than this of our 
Church-Catechiſm. 

For whatfoever Dodrine 1s a- 
greable to the Articles of Faith, 
as they are there explaind, to 
the Vow which we made in Bap- 
tiſm to renounce the Devil and 
all his Works, &«c. to the Do- 
&rine of the Sacraments, the 


explication of the Lord's Prayer, 


and to our Duty both towards 


God and Man, as it is exprelsd- 


in that Form of ſound Hords, we 
may be ſure is true and neceſla- 
ry to Salvation :: and on the con- 
trary whatſoever contradicts any 
of theſe, we'may be ſure is falſe, 


and neither to be done nor to: 


be believed by us as neceſlary to 
Salvation, 

But becauſe ſomthings may be 
objected againſt this Rule, I ſhall 
therefore proceed tothe next par- 
ticular. 
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ticular I at firſt propoſed, wvzz : 
Fourthly, To Anſwer the 'Ob- 


Jections againſt it. 


All the Obje&aions that I can 
think of, may be reduced to thele 


Three heads. 


Firſt, That it 1s 1mpertinent, 
and that. in its very firſt Que- 
{tzon, 

Secondly, That it 1s defe&ive 
in our duty to our ſelves, con- 
taining only our Duty towards 
God, and towards our Neigh= 
bour, | 

Thirdly,That it is only intend- 


ed as neceflary for Children, 


which learn it by Rote like Par- 
rots , and underſtand nothing 
of it. 


Anſwers.As to the Firſt, That of 
impertinence; they that confi- 
der the true import of that Que- 
ſition, Hhat is your Name? _=_ 
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find that the impertiaence ts 
only in the Obje&ion , not at all 
in the Queſtion. 

For tho no Man but knows his 
Name} (that knows any thing, ) 
yet very few underſtand the Rea- 
fon of that Name why it was 
given him, and what is ſignified 
by it. Now the Queſtion being 
propoſed only concerning our 
Chriſtian Name, the meaning of 
it is, Art thou a Chriſtian ? And 
this leads dire&ly to all the fol- 
lowing Queſtionsabout the Time 
and Manner how we became 
Chriſtians, wiz : in our Baptiſm, 
and about the Covenant and Vow 
which we made init. So that 
by this Queſtion, //hat i your 
Name? We are moſt .cafily and 
inſenfibly brought to underſtand | 
our particular Duty as Chriſti-,4 | 
ans, and the main deſign why our? j 
Chriſtian Name was given us,, | 
viz : To put us in mind every 

time 


| 
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time we hear-our Names; that 
we havea new Name given,us by 
Chrift,as a conſtant token of that 
Covenant, which we made with 
Him in our Baptiſm: and there- 
fore that we ſhould remember 
Qur Baptiſmal Vow , as often as 
we remember our own Names. 
And now I wayld fain know 
of any Man, what can be a great- 
er Motive than this, toimpreſs our 
Chriſtian Duty upon us; and to 
make us put 1n-Practice that great 
Command :of St. Paul's (. 2 Zim. 
2. 19. ) which he tells us 1s the 
very Seal by which God knows who 
are Hi, viz: Let every one that © 
names the Name of Chriſt de- 


part from ll manner of 1niqui- 
.ty 


Secondly , .As-to the :Secand 


:Obje&ion ,;that of the dete&t of 
-our Duty to ourſelves. 


Iwiſho God that to00 many 


that-pretend to -be !Sgns of our 
H 


Church, 
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Church, had not given too much | 
cauſe by their open and habitual » 
intemperance, (not to lay worle ) | 
to thole that judg more of the | 
Doctrine of our Church by the 
Practice of her followers , than 
by the Rules of her Catechiſm, 
- to think that She is wanting in | 
+ "this ſo neceſlary a part of the Chri- 
tian Religion, 

For there is nothing elſe that 
can be the cauſe of ſuch an Obje- 
- tion againſt our Church-Cate- 
'chiſm, unleſs it be the want of 
-due care and conſideration in read- 
ing- the Duty to our Neighbour 
*containdin tt, | 

For therein we ſhall find our 
Duty to our ſelves wlly and plain- 
ly expreſs'd in theſe few words, 
To keep my body in Temperance , 
Soberneſs , and Chaſtity. So that ; 
this will need no further anſwer, 
ſince there 1s nothing that can | 
be Tequird as our Duty to 

Our 
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our Selves, which is not clearly, 
and fully contain d in theſe Three 
words, 7emperance, Soberneſs, and. 
Chaſtity. | 

Thirdly, As to the Third Ob- 
jection, That it was only intended 
for Children, &s. 

. F have already 1n a. great part-. 
anſwered it , in that I have prov- 
ed our Church-Catechiſm to be 
necellary for all perſons as a 
ſtanding Rule both of Faith and. 
Manners, by which they may moft 
ſafely judg both of what they 
read in ihe Scripture, and of- 
what.they hear out of it. 

Let no Man therefore think to - 
excule himſelf from learning it ;: 
becauſe he is a Man and no Child: 
For if all Children are bound. to' 
learn it before they are Confirm- 
ed, then all others are-much more 
bound to learn it before they 
partake of the Lord's Supper ;: 
and certainly. it is the greateſt. 

- H 2 ſhame.: 
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thame imaginable for any that 
calls himlelt a Man, to be 1igno- 
rant of that which every Child 
ought to be taught. 
As for that part of the Obje- 
&ion, That Children only learn 


it by Tote like Parrots. It may 


be anlwered by the general Pra- 
Giceof all Mankind, - For do not 
all Men teach Children. letters, 
words, names, and numbers , e- 
ven then when they know they 


can underſtand! nothing of them ? 


And that for this: Reaſon , be- 


cauſe (if they live,) tho they are: 


1gnorant of the ule of them at 
preſent, yet they will underſtand 
thent afterwards. 


Nay, there are particular Rea- 


{oris ( and thoſe no weak ores 
neither , ) why they ſhould 
be catechized in- their Child- 
head. Becauſe that tender age 
is fit for nothing elle, andiis alſo 
moſt fit for that kind of inſtrui- 

ON. 
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on. Childrens Souls ſeem purely: 
raſe Tabule, Tables that are 


| ſmooth and clear from any other 


impreſſion, and therefore 1t is- 
moſt reaſonable, that what 1s 
good ſhould be firſt written upon- 
them, 

They have nothing to hinder. 
the good Seed from bringing forth 
Fruit in 1ts due time: No Thorny 
cares-of the World to choak it ,. 
their hearts arenot- hardned and 
become ſtony by any Habits oft 
Sin, {o that the good ſeed can 
take no root 1n them ; but their 
attections are pliable and dudtile, 
and yet vigorous and adtive, fo 
that what ſeed ſoever is ſow'n at 
tuch a Seaſon, muſt in- all proba- 
bility. take root 1n- them +, and 
bring forth Fruit, ſince-the Sail 
is then-{o exactly fitted. for it. 

This our common Experience 
aſſures vs, That Children believe 
(even infinitely ) in theirParents - 


H 3; and! - 
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and'Maſters ; and that Mens, firtt: 
Opinions are like their fart 
ſeldom or never ſo totally remo- 


ved', but that ſome kindnets to: 


them will {till remain; and there- 
fore that what Men learn in that 
age remains moſt firmly fixed up» 
on their Souls : andit this be not 
enough to convince us, we have 
the Experience .of the wilſeſt of 
Men to atteſt it, For So/omop tells 
us, (Prov, 22. 6.)7 rainup aChild in 
the way he ſhould walk, and when he 
is. Old he will not depart.from tit: 
Now thatI may perſuade all that 
hear me, thus to train up thoſe 
that are committed to their 
charge in-the way they ſhould 
+ walk, give me leave to proceed 
tothe laſt particular, which I at 
firſt propo ed, vis: 

Fitthly , and laſtly to- diſco- 


ver the greatneſs of the fin and 


danger of neglecting this Cate- 


chiſm, and the great — 
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' of leafning it, and to conelude 


all witha brief application to all 
that have learn'd it. 

The care of Children is the 
main, (and as ſome think )the only 
Law of Nature, next to that of 
Self-Preſervation and Religion ,. 
which is confirmed by the Uni- 
verſal conſent of all Mankind, e-- 
ven of the moſt barbarous Nati- 
ons. Thoſe very Canibals that: 
eat other men, yet will take care 
of their own Ofspring. And there- 
fore well might St. Pazl lay, (1 
Tim.5.8. ) He that _—_ not” 
or hu own , eſpecially for thoſe 0 
4 on Ly , hath par. FA 
Faith, and is worſe than an 7nfidel: 
For ( indeed, ) he 1s worſe than 
the worſt of Beafts. | 

For the wildeſt and fierceſt 'Ti- 
gers,. and moſt Savage Bears do 
all agree in this Principle of Na- 
ture, to-provide for their young: 
Ones fo long, ti!l they: are: able to- 
provide for themſelves. _ And: 
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And if Nature hath tyed-it up- 
on us with the moſt Natural and 
Stricteſt bonds, to provide for our 
Children,. all things neceſlary tor 
this eſtate of Life, which in ſpight 
of all our care may probably pe- 
Tiſh the next minute, how muclr 
more ſtrictly are we bound to 
provide them all things neceſſary 
for that eſtate of Life, which we 
are certain ſhall never have an 
end? 

It they are worſe than Infidels, 
nay than Beaſts, that take nocare 
of their Childrens Bodies, cer- 
tainly then they muſt be worſe 
than the Devilhimſelf, who-wilk 
take no care of their Souls.. . 

The danger alſo is not leſs than 
the Sin, as will appear by theſe 
'Inftances. If any of our Children 
ſhould fall into the fire, and be 
burnt to death by our negligence, 
we muſt be the moſt unnatural 

Creatures.on earth, if it would 
hy! | NOT: 
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not be the greateſt trouble and 
torment to us. And is1it thenno 
trouble to us to ſee them fall in- 
to the bottemleſs Gulph, where 
the fire is not quench'd, out of 
which there is no hope of reco- 
very, for want of our due' care 
andconcern for them ? 

Should any of us ſee our Chil- 
dren juſt ready for Execution by 
the hands of Juſtice, due for 
thoſe: Crimes which for want of 
our inſtruction they have run: 
into, and hear them then curſe 
us to our faces, and cry out upon 
their Parents negligence as the 
main cauſe of all that thame and 
miſery, which they' then ſuffer, 
how would it pierce us. to the 
quick, and wound us to the ve- 
Ty Soul? 

..Oh then let us think within 
Our ſelves, ( that ſo we mayin 
time Prevent it; ) What Eternal 


verwhelm 


horror and anguiſh will quite 0- 
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verwhelm us, when we fhall ſee 
our deareſt Children tortured 1n. 
Hell with eternal and intolerable: 


tormnents / 


' What Parents can. endure to 


ſee their tender Children frying 
in eternal flames, or-to hear their 
diſmal groans and crys in the 
midſt of thoſe everlaſting burn- 
ings, and their bitter curſes up- 
on the day of their birth and the 
inſtruments of it, eſpecially up- 


on thoſe, to whole care they were 


committed , for their ſuffering 
them to periſh Eternally for want 
of due inftruction. 

This ſurely would be a new 
Hell to us, no leſs intolerable than 
all thoſe pains, we ſhall ſuffer there 
in our own perſons. 

. If then we would avoid the 
miſery of our Children in this 
life, or that which is to come, 
and our own moſt unnatural fin, 


together with that intolerable an- 


guiſh 
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guilh of Soul that will be the Con- 
ſequent of 1it,fince we have in our 
Church-Catechiſm the lateſt Rule 
to prevent 1t, let us take care to 
implant it 1n their Souls whilſt 
they are capable to receive it, 

Secondly, Another argument 
we have no leſs forcible than the 
former, to perſuade us to our Du- 
ty, from the great advantage 
that would accrew by learning 
it. | 

This would ſecure them from 
thoſe deſtructive Vices that im- 
pair either their good name,their 
eſtates, or their lives. This 
would beſt root out thoſe Na- 
tural weeds of malice, hatred,and 
all irregular paſſions which grow 
too faſt in their Souls. 

This would beſt ſecure the 
peace of Families and of Nations, 
. by impreſſing thoſe Golden Rules 
. upon all mens Souls, of /oving 
God with all our hearts, and our 

| Ne —@ 
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Neighbour as our ſelues; of doing © 
zo all Men as we would they ſhould 
do tous, of hurting no body neither 
in thought, word, nor deed; of keep- 
ing our hands from picking and ſteal- 
zng, and our tongues from Fvuil- 
ſpeaking, lying, and /landring ; and 
of doing our Duties in that partt- 
cular ſtate of life , to which God ſhall 
callus, 8&c. 
| Inaword, If all men hadilearn'd 
and would practiſe what our 
Church teacheth us, in our Duty 
to God, and-to our Neighbour, 
what bleſſed peace and undiſtur- 
bed Happineſs would »be poſlels'd 
by us? And how would this 
Earth be changed into Heaven, 
and Men into Angels ! 

But theſe advantages end with 
this life, and therefore are ſ{carce- 
ly tobe named, in compariſon of 
thoſe which :have a more 'imme- 

.diat  reſpe& to an Eternal life. 
"This wouldbeft ſecure us againſt 


all 
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all thoſe Errors, Schiſms, Here- 
fies, and Crimes, that might en- 
danger our immortal Happineſs s 
to hold faſt this Form of ſound 
Haords, which our Church hath 
given us, would be the beſt Means 
to fit us for, and to ſecure us of 
the infinite and Eternal joys of 
Heaven. 

And what can be a more pow- 
ertul Argument to us than this, 
to make us careful of this Du- 
ty ? 

How are we pleas d if we ſee 
our Children thrive and do well 
in. the world by our care and in- 
ſtruction ! If we knew a certain 
Rule to make them great or rich, 
how- readily: ſhould we teach it 
then, and : how: ſhould we con- 
femn our ſelves: of ' the moſt un- 
natural[-folly in negleing 1t/! 

Since then I have proved- to 
you, That this. Rule. .our:Church 


barb. ann us, 150 the. beſt 'and 
I fafeſt 
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{ſafeſt they can poſſibly have to 


lecure their intereſt in this World, 
and what 1s infinitely more, their 
Eternal intereſt in that which 1s 
to come; what unnatural Stupi- 
dity, and infinite Foliy is itin us 
not to inſtruc them in 1t! 

What unſpeakable Pleaſure 
would it be to a Father to ſee his 
Son advanced to great honors by 
following his Advice and Coun- 
ſel! Certainly then this will be 
one of the greateſt happineſles 
even of Heaven it ſelf, to ſee our 
Children, and thoſe that were un- 
der our care, crown'd - with im- 
mortal and inconceivable Glory, 
eſpecially when we know that 
our inſtruction of them hath been 
highly inſtrumental to it. When 
we ſhall ſee them cloathed with 
Light inacceſſible, poſſeſs'd of an 
Eternal weight 'of Glory, and 
hear:them ſinging Hallelujah's and 
Ho{ann's.; to thetughelt :inmoſt 
; ' perfect 
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perfect Bliſs, what inconceivable 
joy will fill our Souls with the 
thoughts that / next under God, ) 
our own care over them hatly 
brought them to this infinite hap- 
pinels! Certainly did we often 
think of the great advantages, . 
that we our ſelves (as well asthey 
that we have the care of, )thould 
reap by this inſtruction, together 
with the great and infinite ha- 
zard we expole our own Souls 
to (as well as Theirs) by negle- 
ing it, we could not be ſo un- 
natural and ſenſleſs, to perfiſt in 

ſo ſtupid a negligence. 
Nothing now remains to be 
ſaid, only briefly to apply this 
Diſcourſe, to thoſe that have 

learn'd our Church-Catechiſm, 
Since I have Demonſtrated (as 
I think, ) that it 1s the moſt Apo- 
ſtolical, full, and ſafe Rule, of all 
things neceſſary to Salvation , it 
follows then OR make uſe of 
2 It 
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it accordingly ( 7.e. ) that we hold | 
faſt this Form of ſound Words, as 
the latter part of the Text directs 
us, i» Faith aud Love which is in 
Chrift Jeſus, (1.e.) in atrueChri- { 
ſtian belief and practice according 
to all things contain'd in it , That 
we bring all our Opinions, and all 
our Practices to this ſquare and 
Rule which our Church hath 
given us; and1T ſhall uſe but rhele 
Three Arguments to perſuade us 
tO It. 

Firſt, The Dangerouſnelſs of the 
Times welive in, 

Secondly , The great ſcandal 
we give to others. 

Thirdly, The. inexcuſableneſs 
of our own Sins and Errors, if we 
neglect ſo plain a Rule, ſoexa&ly 
fitted to all Capacities. 

As to the firſt, I need not tell | 


you what ſubtil Foxes 1n the 

ſhape of Lambs, and what de- 

vouring and bloody Wolves in | 
Sheeps- | 


4 
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Sheeps- Cloathing are crept in a- 
mong(t us from abroad, nor what 
wild Boars bred in our own 
Woods, do root up God's Vine- 
yard , our Church, and trample 
down every good and fruitful 
Plant in it, ſince the Hzdg about 
it, (I mean its wholſlome Dilct- 
pline thatſhould defend it, ) hath 
been broken” down; {o that no- 
thing can now bring forth Fruit 
in it, that ts not upheld by the 
depth & firmneſs of its own root. 
It is therefore ablolutely neceſſa- 
Ty, (now if ever) (o firmly to: en- 
graft this Form of ſound HYords in 
our Souls, that none of theſe 
Beaſts may be able to root it up; 
or to hinder it from bringing 
forth its good Fruit in our Lives. + 
The Devil did never ſo much 
transform himſelf into:an- Angel 
of Light as in thele days, when 
ſuch Opinions as a good* Heathen 
would be aſhamed- of, are made 
I 3 the: 
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the eſpecial Notes ,. and Caracte- 
riſtical Marks of a party of Chri- 
ftians :- when Men compaſs Sea 
and Land to make Proſelytes, tho 
they make them (as the Phariſees. 
of old did,) ten- times more the 
Children of the Devil than they 
were before: when. Scripture and: 
Conſcience are pretended for the 
blackeſt. Crimes ,. and Men's Gain 
is their only Godlineſs : when Hy- 
pocriſy gilds over every thing: 
with: a (hew of Piety, tho never 
{o wicked, and the carrying on a 
Party. hallows all ations, tho - ne- 
ver {o horrid; then ſurely, (if e- 
ver) it 1s abſolutely. neceſſary to 
fix. this Form of ſound Hords' up 
on our Souls, that thereby we may- 
be able to judg. what is true Chri- 
Rianity from mere Pretence, Par-. 
tiality, and Hypocrily. 

For- this ( I think ) might be ea- 
fily made apparent, That thcre is 
no Error either, in_ Dodrine or 

Practice.- 
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Practice that is deſtructive to our 
Eternal Happineſs, but that ir 
might be fully diſcovered from. 
the Principles of our Church-Ca- 
techiſmeven to the moſt ordinary 
Capacity, 1f men would but exa- 
min them impartially by thoſe 
Rules contain'd in it. 

Is it not a madneſs for a Pilot: 
to caſt away hisCompals,by which- 
only he can. know how to ſteer 
his courſe,. when he is in a Miſt 
in the greateſt hazard of loſing 
his way. , and his Ship in danger 
of being ſtranded on the Sands, 
or ſwallow'd up in- Gulphs, or 
daſh'd in piecesagainſt the Rocks ? 
Should we not think hedeſerves. 
to be mifled in his journy, who 
wilfully-negle&s or throws away 
Ris dire&tion, even. then when 
he meets with the greateſt dit- 
kculty ? 

And is it not an equal Madnels. 
in.us, when we. live in the moſt 

dangerous- 
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dangerous and difficult times, to 
negle& or caſt away our Guide, 
{ I mean our Church-Catechiſm) 
which [as I have before proved, ) 
directs us In the readieſt and ſafeſt 
way toimmortal Happineſs? who 
will not then think that we de- 
ſerve to fall into miſery without 
any pity, when we wilfully for- 
fake our Churches plain path- 
way to Felicity, to walk in un- 
certain and by-ways of our own 
chooſing ? 

But, Secondly, The next argu- 
ment may have no leſs force to 
perſuade us to hold faſt this Form 
of” ſound* Words, ( which we have 
heard 1s exactly agreable to the 
Apoſtles» ) than the former, if 
we would allow it a due Conſide- 
ration, vis : 

Secondly, The great Scandal 
we give to others if we do not 
make the right uſe of this 
Rule. 

For 
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For if we give an occaſion of 
ſin to others by negle&ing our 
own, Duty, we thereby become 
in a great part guilty of all thoſe 
{ins that they commit , and muſt 
give an account for theirs, as 
well as for our own Miſcar- 
TIages, 

Andtherefore our Saviour pro- 
nounceth a dreadful Wo againſt 
all ſuch as give ſcandal to others, 
( Zuke 17. wv. 1, and: 2, ) 19 theſe 
words, 7t « impoſſible but that of- 
fences will come, but wo unto him 
by whom they come. /t were better 
for him that « Milſtone were hanged 
about his neck, and be caſt info the 
Sea, than that he ſhould offend one 
of theſe little ones, 

Now by offences, (or oxdyitraa,) 
our Saviour means an occaſion of 
finning, or of being drawn away, 
from any part of the Belief or 
Practice of the Chriſtian Religi- 


on, againſt which he my 
nar: 
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that Wo,and no leſs a puniſhment 
than what ſhould be greater than 
utter deſtruttion of our being. So 
that, if we by our neglect of that 
ſake Rule appointed us by our 
Church, ſhall be miſled our ſelves, 
or ſhall give an occaſion to others 
to hate Her moſt excellent Do- 
&rine, becauſe of the odious pra- 
ices of thole that profels it, and 
ſo to fall either into Superſtition 
or Idolatry,. into Schiſmor Here- 
ſy, or into abſolute Irreligion and 
Atheiſm. We thereby - become 
guilty in a high manner of all 
theſe damnable Sins of other 
Men, and are liable to that dread- 
full Wo and fearful Judgment 
that is here pronounced by our 
Saviour. 

Let us therefore conſider how 
much Scandal we give by not 
making a right uſe of the Rule of 
our Church. 

Firſt, We give too much occa- 

ſion 
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ſion to the Papiſt to ſlight the 
Proteſtant Religion, as being ut- 
terly deſtitute of found Princi- 
ples, and wholly grounded upon 
every Man's private. opinion and 
phant ily of the ſence of Scrip- 
rure. 

Whereas if we held cloſe to our 
Church-Catechiſm, both in our 
Belief and Practice, we ſhould 
make them aſham'd of this Ca- 
lumny they caſt upon our Relti- 
gion ; and ſhould fully convince 
them that our Church hath given 
us ſuch aRule as would make us 
better Chriſtians, and: more'cer- 
tainly carry us to Heaven, than 
that which they have from the 
infallible Conventicle at 7rert, or 
from the good old Gentleman ſeat- 
ed in his ſure-footed © old Chair 
at Rome : But when we quitthis 
Rule we either become an eaſy 
Prey. to their Emiſſaries, or at 
leaſt: are guilty of hardning them 

17 | in 
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in their moſt dangerous and per- 
nicious Doctrines and Practices. 
As for inſtance, when they 
hear us blame them for. Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry, and in the 
mean while fee us worſhip God 
in public with lels reverence and 
reſpe&:than we would pay to our 
Neighbour, or our Equal , thar 
bath any wayoblig'd us:whenthey 
ſee thoſe amongſt usthat would be 
accounted the pureſt Proteſtants , 
placing Religion only in Aanti- 
pathies -and Oppoſition to the 
Lawtnl and Decent Commands 
.of their: mighttul Governors, no 
wonder that they think it as good 
to.continue in their old evil ways, 
as to:change them for ſuch New 
ones” which © are not much bet- 
"$erll)} 1:0 | 2:7] 
Whenthey hear us blame'them 
-for worſhipping Saints and Images 
with that Worthip which is only 
due: to: God, and-in''the: mean 
| while 


| 
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while ſee us negle@- the whole 
Worſhip, of God, by converting 
it. 1ntonothing elſe but Hearing a 


Sermon,that- may-gratify our vain 


curiolity, or {cratch our itching 


Ears ,/this ſurely muſt needs har- 


den them in their former practice. 
When they hear us blame them 


_ for robbing the people of one 


half of the bleſſed. Euchariſt, and 
contend fo earneſtly againſt wor- 


ſbipping, the Hoſt, crying it down 


as.the moſt direc and lenfleis I- 
dolatry ;' and in the mean while 
lee us:guilty of a greater Sacrilege 
and LIrreligion in quite-neglecting 
the whole of this Sacrament, and 
ſeldom or never coming -at it to 
receive it,, or when we do come 
to the: Lord's-Table, to ule no 
more Reverence than we do at our 
own, no.wonder that they rather 
chooſe to: continue in that Idola- 
trous Communion, than to change 
it. for -fuch-profane practices as 
theſe, | 
.: But 
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But on the contrary, if we did 
con:tantly practice our Duty to*+ 
wards God, and to our Netgh- 
bour, / asour Church-Catechi/m 
directs us, ) their mouths would 
then be quite ſtop'd, and they 
could have no ſuch thing to urge 
againſt us. 

It we would read the Scriptures, 
(not to ſerve a Party, not to'main- 
tainſome exotic and private Opi- 
nion, nor to gratify our vain. cu- 
Tiolity ; ) but to confirm our 
Faith contain'd. in the Apoſtles. 
Creed, and to encourage us inthe 
Practice of our whole Duty, as 
Chriſtians, containd in our Ba 
tiſmal Vowzand all other the parts 
of our Church-Catechilſm, we 
ſhould then take off all thoſe their 
Clamors againſt us, and thoſe 
Blaſphemies they caſt even upon 
_ the moſt Sacred Scriptures them- 

ſelves, as being the cauſe of- all 
our diſobedience to Magiſtrates, 
and of all our Errors , Schi{ms, 
and Hereſies, Secondly, 


: 
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Secondly, By not holding to 
this Rule, we give Scandal to 
all other Diſſeaters among(t our 
ſelves. 

For thereby we give them too 
much occaſion to cenſure and 
judge 111 of the Dodrine of our 
Church , by reaſon of our evil 
lives, who pretend to be Her Sons 
and Followers. 

Thus commonly Childrens 
faults are charg'd. upon their Pa- 
Tents ; and- the fins of moſt Men 
are frequently urged againſt the 
Religion they protels. 'Too many 
in this Age.watch ſuch opporru- 
Nities, to caſt a blemiſh upoga our 
"Church, from the faults of the 
Profeſſors of Her Doctrine. Haw 
are they pleas'd if they can but 
find one that profeſſeth himſelf a 
Church-man, that is guilty of 
Drunkenneſs or: prophane Swear- 
ing !. How. do they preſently clap 
| their hands and cry, So would we 
have it, behold here the Belizon 

| © ny ® 


oy 


(100) | 
of theſe Men ! Though they know 
our Church's Doctrine teacheth. } 
us more exact Holinels than theirs, 
and that our very” Catechiſm 
gives us the moſt politive and plarn 
Precepts againſt theſe very fins. 
Thus in our Duty to God it grves 
us this as a main-part oft, to Ho- 
nor His Holy Name and His Word, 
and in our Duty to our Neigh> | 
bour, it lays down this as a chief | 
branch of it, zo keep onr. Boates in | 
Temperance, Soberntſs, and Ghai» | 

Hy. ; 

. Wherefore if we would not 
gratify ourEnemies in thar(which. 

they moſt. deſire Y in 'giving 

them the. greateſt advantage a- 

gainſt our. Church, and thus be- 

come guilty of their cauſleſs Se- 

 paration, _ of their Damnation 
as. well as of otr own, let us take |þ 

eare to hold faſt our Churches 

Form of found Words, both in our 

belief and pradtice, for hereby we 

_ ſhall be ſecure from giving any 
leem- 
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ſeemingly juſt caule of ſcandal to 
other Men by our evil aQions, and 
from- being ſcandalized by any 
of theirs. 

Thirdly, The third argument 
chargeth us more home than any 
of the former. 

For *if we by negleQting our 
| Rule be either drawn into any 
damanable Sin or Herelie, we may 
wholly thank our ſelves for it, * 
and. are altogether inexcuſable. 
- For our Church hath given us 
ſodire&t and phin a Rule, and 
hath ſo. exaftly fitted. it to the 
Capacities of all Men that can 
underſtand any thing; and ſuited 
itto the ſeveral conditions of all 
Mens lives, that no Maa can juſtly 
plead Ignorance for- any. Sin he 
commits, .or any damnable Error 
that he falls into, 

I may appeal even to any Man, 
whether or no at the firſt reading 
our Fow 1n Baptiſm, or our Duty. to- 
maras Goa apd our Neighbour., he 
K 3 cannot 
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cannot underſtand every word of- 
it,and is not fully convinced m his 
Conſcience, that it. is his Duty to 
conform his life according to it ? 
If he muſt be forced to affirm 
it, ( as I believe he. muſt, if he 
ipeaks impartially ) why. then: 
doth he not practice it? Therecan 
be no Reaſon at all forit, only his 
own Folly and Wilfulneſs. 
And may not every Man that is 
capable of any thing ( and will 
ive himſelftime to confider them 
tully ) underſtand the Articles of 


his Chriftian Faith, the Fxplication 


of the' Lord's Prayer, and the Do- 
&rine of the Sacraments, and his 
whole Duty as.a Chriſtian, ſofar 
as 15 abſolutely neceflary for his 
- Salvation, by the plain direRions. 
of that Rule ? 

What then can be the Reaſon 
-that he is led aſide from, it into 
any damnable Sn or Error? Cer- 
tainlyit c1n be nothing elſe bur his 


own: wilful Inconfideration and 
N:glt- 
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Negligence; ſince our Church- 
hath wholly left us without any 
excule. 

We cannot plead Ignorance or 
Forgetfulnels, for that we have fo 
plain, ſo full, fo fate a Rule of all 
things neceſſary to Salvation in 
our Church-Catechiſm, and this 
contrived into ſofew words, that 
it is any Mans own fault {and 


. © therefore will be far from being 


any excuſe for him, ) if. he either 
' not know or remember any part 
of the Chriſtian-Faith or Practice, 
that is needful- for him. 

If therefore we of the Church 
of Fngland,fail of any part of our 
neceſſary Duty, weſhall' deſerve 
to be beaten with many. ftripes; 
becauſe we have from our Cradles 
known our Mafter's Will, and yer 
have not performed it. 

Our-Damnartion it we continue 
in any wilful Sin without Te- 
pentance , will be more juſt and 
more intolerable than. any others, 

becauſe 
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becauſe we haveenjoy d the beſt 
and moſt certain Means of Salva- 
tion. 

If then we have any care of our 
own Souls, or of the Souls of thoſe 
that are committed to our charge, 


let us take care: thoroughly to- 


inſtru our lelves as well as them, 


19 this moſt. Excelleat and Com- 


pleat Sum: of Religion,our Church 
hath colleted for us; and (lays 
ing alide our endleſs contentions 
about triftes and niceties, ) let us 
be careful to ground our ſelves 
firmly inthe Articles of our Chri- 
ftian Faith, contain'd in that un- 
alterable Rule called the Apoſtles- 
Creed; and-to Praiſe all thaſe 
things, 1a whichall that have not 
ſolutely renounced Chriſtianity 
muſt agree, as they are ſum'd up 
in our Church-Catechiſm ; and 
fiace I have proved this to be the 
. molt Apoſtolical , - full. and ſafe 
Rule of all things neceſſary to 
Salvation, Let ws, hold fat this 


Horm 
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Form of ſound Words , ( as my 
Text directs us, ) iz Faith and 
Love, which s in Chriſt Teſs. 
That. is , let us daily examin 
our ſelves by it, and. Tet us re- 
duce all our Opinions and all our 
Practices, to an exa& Conformi- 
ty to it, 

For whoſoever doth this, and 

ſincerely © endeavors ' conſtantly 
to perlevere in ſo. doing, I dare 
be {o confident. to ſay, That my 
Soul for his.) he. need *never-tear, 
but that his F-.ith (hall in. the end 
be (wallow'd uv in the Fruwion 
Fove. perfeted-m Feaver, and” 
crown'd with Efrernat Glory. 
'* "Which God of' His tnfinite 
Mercy grant to eyery one of us 
"for Teſur Chrift His fake; To whom 
with the Father; and' the Ho- 
ly, Ghoſt, he aſcribed all Honour 
and' Gfory now and. for ever- 
more. Amun 


POST: 
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POSTSCRIPT 
to the Reader. 


ms few things there are, 
JI which I think convenient to 
add :for the fuller Proof (or Ex- 
plication at leaſt ) of lome things 
mentioned in the precedent Di- 
ſcourſe, which becauſe the Sheets 
were Printed: ſooner than..I. was 
aware of, I couldnot ( though I 
much defired it ) joyn to thei 
proper places, and therefore am 
forced to put them together in 
this place, with fome ſhort re- 
ferences to the Page and Line 
where they ſhould. have been in- 
ſerted. 
Page 33, after. the 20h. lin 
add this following Paragraph. 
I need not (I think) add any 
more 
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more to convince all Proteſtants 
of the great and Univerſal 
Authority of the Apoſtles Creed; 
ſince they that ſhould deny it, 
would ſhow themſelves worſe 
Proteſtants and leſs Chriſtians 
than the very Socinians them- 
ſelves. For even theſe that have 
the impudence to deny the Di- 
vinity of our Saviour and his 
fatisfation, yet have never pro- 
ceded fo far as to deny this Rule 


of- Faith , but do fully affent to 


it in their very Catechiſm in 
theſe words, ( 4) 7 hat Sym, of 
Faith commonly call 'd 4 c, 
which together with us all Chriſtians 
recerve, | 
Whereas itis ſaid” Pag. 36. in 
the beginning, That our Church- 
Catechiſms, Explication is ſuffici- 
ent againſt all the 'Antitrinitarian 


a ) Fidei Symbolum _ quod vulgo Apoſto- 
Fs. = - quod nobiſcum univerſ1 Chriſtia- 
ni  ampleRuntur. Catachel, Ratov. Page 47+ 
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Herefies, &c.Tt ought to beadded 


there, 8 if they be taken in 
the ſence of our Church, that 1s, 


if-they are not reſted from their 1 


proper and literal fignification, 
Theſe following - hn2s may be 
added after the 14th line of the 


47th Page. 


This abrenuntiatioa,' or rather. 
ſtipulation made 'betwixt Chriſt , 


and Chriſtians in Baptiſm, even 


St. Peter himlelt ſeems ito: prove, 


mot _ to us , in his-'firft E- 
ift..c, 2. 21. whoee he tells us, 


DP by which we. are ſaved, 


he. waſhing off. thefilth of the 
Hleſb., but. .the an{wer of -.« (vood 
Conſcience fowards God. (1.e 8 it.1S 


ndt-the-mere. outward: waſhing, 
whioh ptrifies us from: (10a the 


Few) pretend to ,-3n their, Purifſ-, 


cations, but it 5: that Vow. and. 
Cov-nant. which we make with 
God-4n.our:Bap Yrilm;::and the due 
performance le: Por thys-« ou- 


peiDioews Yards eTEpPuTHLGs '&s 'Deqp, 
-DTULML are 
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.are mot generally and moſt pro- 
bably rendred, s Stipulation ( or 
Covenant) of 4 good Conſcience t0- 
wards God. Of which interpre- 
tation rhe induſtrious Beza, gives 
us this ſatisfaftory Reaſon. © Zhen 
Z conſidered (1aith he, ) this word 
-emepwmnug more narrowly, 7 found 
it much -better to interpret it by 
Stipulation; fer that the Apoſtle 
hath in this place a a. > to the 
Queſtions of the Catechiſts, viz: 
Doſt thou believe? Anlwer. 7 be- 


tieve. Doft thow renounce ? Anl., / 


renounce. From which Cuſtom pro- 


ceded that ſaying of Tertullian's, 


mhich is as it were inſtead of a Com- 


mentary apon this T ext, in his Book 


of the Reſurrettion of the Fleſh, 


a Viderur nunc ihi propids E@2gw7 Hua, 


-7©- vocem?conſideram!, mciths convenire ur 


Stipulationem interpretemur, & Apoſtolum 
dicatnus refpexiile ad 1nterrogationes Catechi- 
ſtarum, viz: Creds ? Credo, Abrenuntias ? Ab- 
renuncio. Unde illud Tertalians, quod eft ve- 
luti Commentarii vice in hunc locum in lib. de 


-xeſur. Carnis, Anima non tavatione, ſed reſpon- 


fone ſancitur. .Bexain locum. 


T he 


( 110) 
The Soul is eſtabliſh'd not by WV aſh- 
ing, but by Anſwering. And £ſti- 
#5 after he had conſidered ſeveral 
other Interpretations of theſe 
words, at laſt concludes thus, 7 he 
(b) true aud Genuin ſence of theſe 
words, ſeems to me to bethis, that 
the Apoſtle doth here ſpeak of the 
Oreſtions propounded in the Cele+ 
_ bration of Baptiſm, when he that 
would be Baptized, ask'd whether 
he did believe in Chrift , and re- 
ounce the Devil from a good Con- | 
ſcience (1. e. ) ſeriouſly ? And doth | 
make Anſwer, That he doth believe 
and renounce from his heart. 
Hhich interrogation St, Peter 
fitly calls ETEPWTNUG (1. ©. }) 4 ith 


( b ) Nobis verus ac germanus ſenſus eſſe vi- 
detur Apoſtolum hic loqui de interrogatione, 
quz fit 1n Cxremoniis Baptiſmi, dam interroga- 
tus 15qu! baptizart vulr, An credat in Chriftum 
& renuncitt Satane tx animo , ( i.e. )ſerio ? Ex 
animo reſponder ſe credere & abrenunciare. 
Quam interrogationem Beatus Petr#s appoſite 
vocat 4TrTepwruue (1. & ) Stipulationen , qua \{\ 
Inter ducs uno 1ncerrogante , & altero reſpon- 
Scnre cor.tractus fieri foler, Eſtius in locum, 


pulation, ( 


(117) 
Pulation, by which a Coptratt uſes 
to be made betwixt two perſons, the 
one asking, the other anſwering. 

And Cornelius a Lapia : upon 
the ſame Text tells us the partt- 
cular manner how Acult perſons 
. did make this Stipulation, viz: * 
That when they profeſſed their 
Faith, they look*d up to Heaven, 
and lift up their right hand, tak- 
ing an Oath before witneſles to 
| believe in Chriſt, and to obey 
Him, and to renounce the Devil, 
&c. which Oath was Subſcrib'd 
and: Seal'd with the Hand and 
Seal of him, that was Baptized 
and then Recorded in the public 
Regiſtery. | 

To which Cuſtoms he pro- 
duceth / out of Ficecomes con- 
cerning the Rites of Baprilm ) ſe- 
veral Sayings of the Fathers,v7z: 
of St. Ambroſe, Gregory, Nazian- 
zen, and St. Auſt:;n, that do moſt 
plaialy refer. Where they do re- 
mind Chriſtians of the Stipulati- 
L 2 on 


(112) 
on they made 1n their Baptiſm, 
to renounce the Devil, &c. as | 
being recorded not in the. Tombs: 
of the dead, but ia the Books of the 
lrving, and even in Heavenit ſelf, 
by God and Angels. | 

Atter the « Line of the 51/& 
Page, add as followeth. 

That ſuch a Rule both of Be- 
hef and Practice was deliver'd to 
the Church of Chriſt even be- 
fore St. Pants Epiitles. were ex- 
tant, appears to me, from ſeveral 
Texts of Scripture, particularly 
irom c.6.tothe Romans v.17.where 
tt: Apoſtle mentions aurov hit 
1s, 0r an. Epitome of the Chriſtian: 
Religion, wo which ( ever before 
he wrote to them.) they had con- 
form d their lives, and ſo were no. 
longer the Servants of Sin. 

But ( God be thanked ) ye were 
the Servants of Sin, but ye have 0- 
bey'd from the heart that form of 
Dotrine which was aclivered ta. 
Joh. 


Or 


— 


(113) 

- Oras it isinthe Original 7vTos 
Sderyns «5 Oy meapem, (1.6) 7 he 
" &Sum of Dodtrine to which ye were 
deliverd #p, So that I cannot 
conceive the words can properly 
bare any other ſence, than what 
is ſuitable to the Paraphraſe of 
| our Reverend and Learned Dr. 
Hammond, viz : But it is a great 
mercy of God , for which ye ought 
always to be thankfuk, that tho ye 
had formerly ſo long lived in a con- 
ſtant ſinful praitice, yet ye have nov 
heartily obey d that brief and full 
Summary of Chriſtian Doftrine , 
zo the Belief and Praftice of which 
ye were dedicated in your Baptiſm. 
And I am more confirm'd in this 
ſence of the words,ſfinceMr.Calviz, 
(in Heb. 6. v. 1. «bi ſupra) doth 
acknowledg that a ſhort Form of 
Catechiſm was deliver'd to thole 
that were Baptiz'd at the very 
time of their Baptiſm, even be- 
fore the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 

was Written. 
L 3 And 


— 


(114) 

And particularly that this 
Form of Dofttrine was the ſame 
with the Form of ſound. Horads in 
my Text, appears trom the like- 
neſs of the Phraſe : and that it 
was a fuli Sum and briet Rule of alt: 
things neceſſary to be done,as well 
as to. be believed, ſeems cvidenr. 
fromthe good effect it had in their 
lives; ſince by their Obedience to 
It,the Apoſtle faith, That they were 
not now the Servants of Sin, This 
will be more fully manifeſt, if we 
conſider ſome other parallel places. 
in the ſame Epiſtles to 7imothy,. 
viz: 2. 7im.3. 14. St. Pant gives. . | 
him this dire&ion againſt all-Se-. 4 
ducers to guard him trom being 
d:ceived himſelf, or deceiving 0- 
thirs, But continue. thou in the 
things thou haſt learn d, and hiſt 
been aſſured of , knowing of whom 
thou hait learn #the. ( 1.&.) Thou 
haft received from me, a Form 
of ſound Doctrine / or a Summa- 
ry of Chriltianity,) be not drawn 
either 


— 


i-þ ' (m5) 
either from the Belief or Practice 
of any part of it becauſe you 
know: you had 1t from me. 

And again Chapt, 2.0. 2. And 
the things that thou haſt heard of 


me amongſt many witneſſes , the 
ſame commit thou to Fatthful' men. 


that may te:ch others alſo,(i.c.)Do 
thou communicate the Arficles of 
Faith, and the Precepts of good 
life(agreed upon by the Apoſtles, 
which I have ta::ght thee, to ſuch: 
Perſons. as may be fit to: be Or- 
dain'd to preach them to others; 

And in' the verſe following» my 
Text v. 14- he calls this Forns of 


ſonnd Vords ? xg0nv ag gre HW 


xy, which we have not pro- 
per words fully to tranſſre mto- 
our Language, but by a Periphra- 
fis. The words properly ſignify 
fomrhing of the high:| value 
placed in 4notFers keeping, 

Thit good thing which was com 
mitt:4 «nto the, keep by the holy 


Ghoſt that axclleth' in mw, The 


mean- 


(116) 


meaning of which words, (1 
think ) our Learned Annotator 
hath fully given us, viz : Hold thee 
conſtantly to the Summary of the 
Goſpel agreed on by the Apoſtles to 
be taught in all Churches : for this 
s grounded upon the Authority of 
the Spirit of God, 

For to this purpoſe / it we will 
believe either Anriquity , or 1n- 
deed the plain ſence of the words,) 
the Apoſtle himlelf hath explain'd 
this aoSx4m 29% ly or depoſitum, in 
his former Epiſtle to 77. c. 6. v. 
20,21. O Timothy, keep that which 
is committed to thy truſt, avoiding 
profane and wain bablings ,, and op- 
poſition of Science falſly ſo calld, 
which ſome profeſſing have erred con- 
cerning the Faith. 

For St. Chry/oſtom, 7 heophylatt, 
and OZcumenizs do explain them 
to be meant of a full and brief 
Sum of the Chriſtian Religion in 
a Paraphraſe much the ſame with 


that I mentioned above, relating 


Jo 


| + — 0 


(117 ) 

to the Forts of ſound HWords.(a)And 
Vincentius Lyrinexſis doth tully al- 
ſentto their lence: Keep that which 
is committed to thee, ((aith he) that 
is,the ſound DotFrine with wh; ch thou 
waſt entruſted ( as a Biſhop ) by Me 


and by Chriſt, not that Doitrine 


which: thou haſt invented ; the Do« 
arine thou hiſt received , not that 
which thow haſt deviſed, of which 
thou ought -ſþ not to bt the Author, but 
the P reſerver. { 

And: thuugh I know ſome dv 
think, that by the depofiram is 
meant the inward or extr2ordi- 
nary Gift which St. 7imothy. had 
received by laying. on of the A- 
poſtles hands: upon: him, or thatx 
particular charge given himin his 
Conſecration, yet I think if we 
conſider: the words themſelves 


thn le ee ttt. AM tt Atl. _—_— 


(a) Cuſtodi depofirum ( #. e- ) Dodrinam 
ſanam qu# tibr { quafi Epiſcopo ) radia a' me 
& a Chriſto, non qu# I te inventa'; quam Ac» 
cepiſti, non quam excogiaſh; cujus non Au» 
for debes, ſed Cuſtos. 

Vincent. Lyrinenſ. cont, haref, c. med; {iv.. 


they 


(817) 
they will ind but ſmall Reaſon for 
this Opinion. | 

For this thing committed to him, 
1s here oppoſed to the vain and 
wicked Opinions,or falſe and per- 
nictous Doctrines of the Grnoſtics; 
and therefore in all probability 
muſt be an Epitome or Summary 
of the true Doctrine of Chriſtt- 
anity. For the main Reaſon why 
St. Paul urgeth him zo keep that 


which was committedto his truſt, 1s * 


this, becauſe others were fallen 
from the Chriſtian Religion, by 
not avoidingvain Bablimgs and Op- 

Poſitions of Fievce falſly ſo called, 
And that this was probably ve- 
ry like to thoſe plain Rules con- 
taining our Duty to God and to 
our N:ighbour in our Church-Ca- 
techiſm, as well as in the Articles . 
of Faith, may be apparent in that 
our. Church delivers her Summa+ 
ry of Practice in the ſame words; 
in which our Szviour ſums up the 
whole Law and. the Prophets, 
| vis: 


(119) 
wiz: 1n the 224d of St. Matthew 
v. z7.t0v.41.071n the 7th.Chap. 
vV. 12, Orelle in {fuch words 1n 
which St. Paul himlelf gives us 
the ſum of the whole Golpel in 
his Epilt. to Z#tus c. 2.v, 11,and 
12. or laſtly in ſuch things which 
the ſame Apoſtle gives particular 
Charge to 7itus to teach to All 
others. c. 3. v. 1, and 2.viz: Put 
them in mind to be ſubjett to Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, to obey Magt- 


ſtrates , to be ready to every good 


Work, Te ſpetkevil of no Man, to 
be no Brawlers. bat gentle,ſhewing all 
meekneſs to all Men. 

Now we cannot have any Rea- 
ſon at all to believe, that any of 
theſe were left out of that Form o 


ſound Words committed toTimothy s 


truſt, or the Form of Dottrine de- 


livered by St. Paw! to. the Chniſti- 
ans that were at Rome, which he 


thanks. God that they had ob:yd 


from their hearts ; and theretore 


we have great Reaſon to con- 
clude 


(120) | 
that our "Church - Catechiſm . 
both as to its Rule of Pradtice as 
well as of Faith, very much the 
ſame with that of the Apoſtles, 
which was deliver'd tothe Ro- 
mans and to Timothy, even before 
St. Paul had writ his Epiſttes to 
them. | 
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